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G E ORG '& 


PRINCE tj? WALES. 


SIRI 

rrs H E Author of thcfc Fables flat- 
■*' ters hitnl^ that the Principles of 
a fteadfaO: Loyalty^ imbibed in his ear- 
lieft days, from the example and in (true- 
lion of a Father, who had - the Honour 
to ferre your Royal Highnesses 
SUttftfious Anceftorsneap fifty years in. a 
Military fiation ; Principles ripened and 
iftriiliflMd by a coQvidtion diat the Pub« 


A a 


He 


DEDICATION. 

lie welfare depends on the increafe and 
profperity of the Auguft Houfe of 
Brvnswic ; may claim ibme indulgence 

4 * 

for the many imperfections of a compo- 
iition which he thus prefumes to lay at 

* 

your Royal Highness's Feet. 

r 

If a laudable defire to fow the feeds 

of moral Truth ; if an ardent zeal for 
our civil and reSgious Liberties ; if a 
fmqcrc attachment to his M a j e,s t y's 
perfbn % whofe mild Government pre- 
ferves to us thofe invaluable bleflings ; 
whole paternal care and bright example 
afford us the happy profped . of their 
behig tranfmttted to lateft pofterity<-^if 
motives fuch as thcfe^ ihall appear to 

have 


DEDICATION. 

have wartned the Author's breaft and 
guided his Pen, in the courfe of this pro* 
dudion ; it will greatly flatter his Honeft 
Pride, whofe ambition it is to approve, 
and to have the Honour of fubfcribing 
himfelf, with unfeigned zeal and hu« 
mility. 

Your 

Royal Highness's 

mofl; devoted and 

mofl: obedient fervant. 


FRANCIS GENTLEMAN. 
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ROYAL FABLES. 

FABLE I. 
VIRTUE AND FAME. 
QOME ^ea fiace, it fo fell ou^ 
*^ That meeting M Olympic roat j 
(For goddcflet have had their day* 
To be M fflodem Isdiei gay i) 

B Two 


C * 1 

Tv^o females, mofily known by name^ 
One Virtue calPd'^—^the other Fame, 
Diipttted who Ihould lead, or follow. 

Into the prefence of Apox.i.o» . 

The matter, after verbal fight. 
Was brought before the God of light ; 
When Fame, remarked for nimble tongue, 
Addreffing firfl, complain'd of wrong. 

Shall I, decIaifflM the winged fair. 
Who boaft foch eyes, fo fine an air; 
With almoft ev'ry beauty gcac^d. 
Be thus in competition plac*d. 
With fuch a formal, homely croiture. 
Without one fafhionable feature ? 

Shall I, to whom the Great refbrt. 
Whom Mcnarcij have been prond to court. 
Provoking fate, midft War*s alarmiu 
To gain pofleffion of my chanus; 

Prece* 


t i 'i 

Prtctienoe\yidi to One lb meari, 
Amongft the gi^ai fo feldom feen i 
Whom niftic cots can better pleafe^v 
Than dear, inchanting fakces f 
The very*.thoaght is fill'd with fliam^. 
And judgment gives in right of Fam^. 

She paus'd<-*-«"ApOLLO then defir'd 
Such anfwer as the caoTe requirM ; 
Which Virtu B thas, with modeft grace/ 
An tsSy ihape, and cherob ^ce, 
DedarM before the>coart in briefs 
Thence jofUy claiming fit reliefs 

This girliih female* Godof dajr* 
To Icnaves and Ibols a frequent prey, .. 
Of high conneCUons boafts in vaiQ, 
Light phantoms of her idle brain : * ' 
Greatnefs yoa^U own— —without my care> 
A bafdefs caftle in the air i 

B 2 And 




V 
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And rural cotf, ^ka^. I rdbfit. 
Much nobler (l^aii ,a y^oo^t emH* 

*Tis true,,^:^ft8) |lietVorId>aiDiiad,:M 
And fills it miik^^.p^tf ^onodj. , ; i • 
0'crmanj^-«^8Jn:riWIQitS:j!^^ , ^t 
And lesu^, .^i^ .qgtiije ^y^ (hjc qj9l^} ' ; 
Yet wliat«pf;tfcistii*«ilftih«-flifc8 ; m. 
To propagat? Afi.|;ififtUc»;. 
And «f 90^/^1 JM^ givbfsdtffettcV, ' 
The caufe of fjppdefi iaiioceiifi^? 
Here then let 91 tim'd diff' leaee end, ^ 
On worth and jjaiijfie I d<y;»eBd. 

The judge, who heard wkh mudi i«4>^» 
His fentence p^ft*4 tQ this ei«^i 
Spoke all his dionghts, without di%ttife» 
Th* impartial Camdbiv of the ikies. 

Virtus no doubt mayjuftly claim 
Precedence from contending Famb ; 


Tho' 
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Tho' monamenUl fitUboods pA 

With foolst becaure engmr'd on bnA : 

Tho' viSains of gigantie fixer- 

In marble fiatues vainly rift : 

Tho' titles, coronets, and ftate» 

Like gew-gaws, deck th* unworthy j^^^i/ •* 

Tho' venal authors gfld a name. 

Which fiicred truth would brand with fliame : 

A cheated people's loud huzzas, 

.With all the' farce of earthly pra&e ; 

By Virtue unfupported hiU 
And vanifh, like the paffipg gale. 
Then, madam Fame, deceitful beauty, 
*Tis fit that yon confefs your duty ; 
For, tho' exalted by a throne. 
You cannot long exift alooe; 
Virtue, obferve, I reconunend. 
As kindtft parent, trueft friend : 

B 3 Beneatli 
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Bcneadi whofe jufty and gcnde fwi}r» 
You'U live *tiU tioie itfidf decay. 

I look into the womb of time. 
And view a yet unnotic'd clime; 
By Neptane's azure flood endos'd. 
Where harrafi*d freedom iafe reposM, 
Shall gain yoa with a gracious finilei^ 
To live as friends in BaiTxiN'a Hk ; 
To beam yoor lullre rpand her throne^ 
And mark her monarch all your own* 


FABLB 
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FABLE II. 

TrB NILE AND TUB SEA« 

T I F E a depeftdant chain appears. 

With links to join its fev'ral ^heres; 
Shew judging reaibn when you will. 
One placM on high^ there*s higher fiill ; 
'Till ftrain'd progreffion moonts the iky. 
And melts in vail infinity. 

Pride, like a prifm» fach tints reveals 
As Wifilom's naked eye oonoeals; 

■ 

How idly vain then mortal man, 
Whofe fleeting life is but a ipan, 

Tho' raisM on Fortune^s boldeft wingb 

A rich, a brave» a happy king. 

Who thinks, with felf-iuffident fpirit^ 

All centers in his faoundlcis merit s 

Who, void of gratitude and fenfe, 

Difclaims parental Provide n cb i 

B 4 Whence 
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Whence all above^ aa^ all ^low^ 
Wealth, happinefs, and coinage flow I 

The^iag of riven, iev'n-iiioath Nile, 
Which yearly floods the neighbouring (oil ; 
Which loads with grain the teeming earthj 
And gives a thoufand harvefls birth—— 
Once, like a haman Coxcomb, thought 
His powV, alone, thofe bleffings wroujght- 
What 18, he cried, the thirfly Sea 
In competition fet with me ? 
My fprings, my flreams fupport its tide, 
Whofe mighty gulph mufl, unfupplied. 
Turn to a wild, and barren fliore ; 
The boafting watry wodd no more. 

To fcatter bleflings round, I reign. 
And fertilize a vafl domain ; 
Which wifely annual homage pays. 
In fit returns of grateful praifei 


While 
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While yonder congregated flood 
Does none» or very little good—- 


And yet its haaghty billows rife. 

As if to brave^tb' unheeding ikies* 
What ftoic here could check a finile« 
To hear the Sea oompar'd with Nils ? 

The (elf'fiifficient river f^e, . 
In founds, like clouds of thunder broken 
*Till ev*n its chocodilbs began 

To vie with huge Lbviathan; 

» 

And thought they moft in reafon be 
Of greater fize and qaality. 

Old Ocean heard, atfd tho* difdam 
Had beft repmd a fpcech fo iwn ; . 
He chofei with conde&cnfion qold. 
Thus to rebuke his eldeft child. 

Reftrain, prefuming brook, thy pride | 

Though thou, and all thy Ijprings, .were dry^d, 

I Thy 


» 
\ 
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Thy petty tribute hardly mifi'd^ 
In glory I ihoald ftill exift. 

Who gives the Svn*8 exhaling beams ' 
The moiilure to fupply thy ftreams } 
Who gives the fleecy clouds their rain. 
To fprinkle thfrfty earth again ? 
Thou but return'ft what I have len^ 

« 

To form a fruitful continent. 

Rais'd in thy own opinion high. 
Thou think'ft not, that beyond the (ky 
There dwells a Pow'r, a gen'ral foiircc. 
Who gave the elements their courfe ; 
Who gave the Tower world its birth. 
Of water framing it, and earth ; 
Who £x'd to each the proper bound> 
And mantled them with ^ther round ; 
Who mark'd the glorious Sun his waf, 
. Who bid. it ihiiiey and give the day; 
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» 
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Who 
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Who ipangled o^er with gems of l]g1it» 
The mild arMlean robe of night i 

Who gave, in his omnipotence, ^ 

To beafts their firength, to man his fenfe ; 

Who cloath'dthe birds with plumed grace. 

Who fiihes formed a fl:aly race ; 

Who fizM the feaibns varying rottnd. 

With diff'rent fruits, and emblems crown*d i 

The eye-enliv'ning, pregnant Spring, 

With vegetation on its wing ; 

The bridegroom Summer deck'd with flowVs, 

And blooming Nature*s Urongeft pow'rs ; 

Autumn in golden honours clad. 

The peaiant's humble hopes to glad ; 

Hoar Winter, with its chilly train 

Ofearth-refreihing frofts andrain« 


-Tis Providbnce which all bcflows ; 
No atom felf-exifient grows } 


Twas 


.1 
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Twas Providekce created mc^ 

And hence was formed a ibarce fo thee ; 

a 

Tis Providbnce that give» agaia . 
Thy borrowM waters to the main ; 
Tis PaoviDEircB fuipends them high. 

Condensed in doods *twixt earth and iky ; 

« 

Tis Providence, with ^oundlefs pow'rSf 

That mdts them to propitioas fhow'rs ; 

From Peovidencb all bleflin^s flow. 

Which animated beings know ; , « 

Tis Profidence which reigns thfo* all; 

Which guides, and (hields this earthly ball. * 

- 1 
Content with thy«'exaltefd tee» 

Learn wifdom — tmd be truly gre at ■ > 

. Remember, thy oMjefiic fiood- 

Th* Eternal gave foir others good ; 

Not for thyfelf alone defign'd. 

Bat to enrich and blefs mankind, » 

Perform, 
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Perform, on Native's ft^ge, thy part. 
Well fatisfied with what diou ;ut ; 
Wifely fapport thy rank and (piri^ 
By aiining;at fuperior merit; 
Nor, vaioly fecKng higher ftilc. 

In claiming more, be lefi than iSTiLE ; 

«, « ■ 

Like human fools who with fuch care 

Build bafdefs caftles in the air ; 

Which rife at magic Folly's call. 

And with the breach of Reafon falL 

Thus vencrabk Ocean faid— — 
And funk beneath the waves his lead. 


FABLE 


A 
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FABLE nr. 

Thb just LION4 
Pox impeird by hanger's cries. 


Had made a Lamb his (acrifice. 
When jad as ev*ry thing was fic> 
To revel on his dainty^ bit^ 
A lordly Panther, paffing by. 
Beheld it with voracious eyej 
And, being nobly born, of tonrie 
The Fox's dinner feizM by force. 
With this jremarko^Tho* peafants flarve. 
Peers, as they pleafe, ihould always carv9« 

Reynard, thro' fear muft needs obey. 
So lick'd his chaps, and flank away ; 
Yet ilill tho* not in body firong. 
His feeling heart would bear no wrong 1 

To Leo's court with ipeed he flew^ 

There landing in the Monarch's view* 

.Stated 


t ij ) : 

Stated at fall tk* opprefllve cafe. 
With fimple trath» and piteous face$ 
Concluding .dui8»— ^My Priaoet I knowy 
Will moft impartial juftice ihow i 
Wherefore, to his decifioui I 
Submit my life» and prdperty ; 
The weak* the namelefs, and the poor. 
Where Virtue reigns, mull be fecure* 

The Lion heard with honeft wonder. 
And cried. If I permit fuch plunder. 
The monarchy of Beasts will then 
Degenerate into that of Men— • 
But other views ihall guide my fway. 

And ev^ry rank our laws obey. 

Summon Lord Panther—- (traight he came-* 
And boldly anfwerM to his name ; 


Conlefs'd the injurM Fox's charge. 
In all its fev'ral points at large ; 


Yet, 
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Yet, confidently, Teemed to thfaal^ 
That ¥olg«i«i«at|ire'6 meat and drink 

Should to iudolge hb want or wham, 
Juft a$ he chofe, belong to him. 

Yon knov^y my Liege, continaes he> 
I'm one of noble progeny. 
Who, if occafion urg'd me, could 
Alliance prove to Royal blood 
Shall pahry Reynard dare complain. 
Nor meet, as fare he ought, difdain ? 
Tiiles and rani are my defence. 
Bat what can (ave his infilence? 
For my own. part, I am content 
His crime ihould ht his punifhment ; 
Then let him, gracious . Li«ce, I ptay. 
This once go michaftis'd away. 

The Lion, wonhy of his place, 
Witli fparkling eye, and awful grace. 


Spoke 
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Spoke thas, and bade his couit attend-** 
This Panther^ once my valuM friend, 
Convided,. thus^ of proud oppiefiionj 

By evidence, and ielf-confeffion. 
However he thinks the adion light, 
I baniih from my heart, and fight. 

Shall Noble Birth from jofttce fare, . 
Shall titles ferve to icreen a Knave? 

Shall Subjects be afraid to fpeak. 
And ihall the (Irong devour the weak ? 
The chain of prudent order broke, 
Authority becomes a joke ; 
And thus applied, however fublime, 
Pre-emiiienc£ become; a crime. 

It never ihaU^ my friends, be faid. 
When duft entombs this Royal Mead, 
To ftain our Name, in future years. 
That Leo ihelter'd lawlefs Peers-— «- 


C Subjefts, 
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Snbje^, obferve what I dcdde, 
To.fhamei and fting drflwntft pride; 
This Panther oti the Fox flmll wait 
' Six tedious months^ Jh firrile fiata ; 
And when occafioii gives the charge. 
Still watch for pmy, or hunt at 'hx^ ; 
But ne'er* prefume to tafte a bit> 
'Till Reynard graciouily thinks tit* 

Self-knowledge thus a friend may be. 
And blunt the edge of Tyranny ; 
May teach him, that the lordly part 
Is feated in a noble heart; 
Which rather would itfelf endare 
Some pangs of wakt, than rob the poor» 

If e'er, to Ihame our laws, and fenfe, 
I meet agaia fuch violence, 
Juftice (hall doom feverer fate^ 
To punifli the licentious great ; 
Nor will I, mark me, Subjefis, own 
Ought noble, but the Good alone. * 

FABLE 


P »9 ] 

% 

F A B t E IV. 

4 

The mountain a«o CLOUD. 

\ Mountain^ which might juftly vie 
With Atlas to fupport the fky. 
For ages had, with boundleTs pride, 
O'erlook'd the plains on either fide ; 
And thought, from his prodigioas birth, 

#* 

He ought to ruk their hntMer earth ; 
Tho* grac'd widi com, and fruit, and flocks. 
In contrafi to his barren rocks. 
On which, ialbad of ought tb^t grows. 
Hung tempefts dark, and ehdlels fnows. 

One fallen care — his folly's doom— -— 
Still rankled in his fiinty womb : 

C 2 That 
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* 

That wbih the radiant foorce of day» 
Beam'd o'er the valei with kindly ray. 
An envious dond* eclipfing light. 
Wrapped his majeftic head in night. 

Impatient of Apposed difgrace. 
And fond to (how his hideous fm. 
Like fome amongft the human kind. 
To all their grofleft failings blind. 
Who felf-fufficiently reveal 
What prudence wifely would conceal ; 
He thunder'd forth his plaint aloud 
Againft the dark impending cloud. 

How long, foul vapour, wilt thou dare 
To (hroud my brows, and taint my air ^ 
Shall I, who raging tempefis fconr, 
Tho' on the wings of light'ning borne ; 
Shall I, whofe firength can never fail, 
Tho' ev*n a deluge ihould affiul. 

Be 
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Be thiis obicar'd ? — ^vUe dood, away ! 
And give me to the eye of day. 
Stnng with this iniblent addiefi 
The Cloud replied— -«I niiift confe6» 
Gigantic neighboar, what yon fpeak, 
Dedares that you, tho* greats are weak ; 
What worth or beauty canft thoo ihow» 
That^s equal to the plains below f 
What laboring oxen till thy foil ? 
What harveils pay the peafanu toil I 
What fraitSy what herbage grace thy fides ? 
What afeful river o'er thee glides? 
What forefts nod upon thy browi» 
Ne*er raffled by indnftrious ploughs ? 
Why, fieril mafi of rugged fione. 
With (kin of thrifdefs mofi overgrown, 
Shouldft thou proclaim thy giant fize. 
As if fxon^ thence defert could n&, 
\ C 3 Or 


< - 

Or make obJe^Uons to my ibade, 
Sufpended o'er tby tow'rmg liead» 
Without reflefling *ti» tke fate 
Attending oh faperibr flate^ , 
To have or tap, or fome fuch other. 
Perhaps a teinpeft-breediog brother, 
Around by way of caution glide. 
To check the fwdl of moafi'rofis pride ? 

While humble, and contented plains. 

An emblem of their village fwains, 

Withgu^ioe claim, in being lefs, 

A larger fhare of happinefs 

In their obfcure, uD^envied ftatioa. 

Than in thydoadtopt exaltation; 

Which, Tpite of all the ftreogth yon boaft. 

In fudden r\ua may be loft* 

Thus fpake the Cloud, as if infpirM, 
And with a faffing gale retir'd y 


yjU0- 


- [ «3 ] 

When ilraight a fubterraneoiis (bund,. 
Like' diftant thomder, b^lfev/d found ; 
The Mountain felt convolfive pain. 
And trembling fhook thro* ev'ry vtin. 


C4 iPABLfi 
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FABLE V. 


tH 


» EAGLE AKD JAY. 


y^ N Eaoli whom we foon might prove 
Dcfcendcd fiom the bird of Jovb, 

Had we or time, or caufe to trace 

The progreii of his royal race ; 
Diminifli'd fame, and weakened fway, 
By pladng fticDdihip on a Jax ; 
A bird who, like diflembling man, 
Pla/d well the game of— Co^ in Ptf,. 

Not one of aU the feathered kind 
So nicely knew the Monarch's mind j 
Not one, with fuch peifoa^ve art, 
Coold learn the fecrets of his heart ; 
Nor gain, with moch faperior fenfe 
And loyaIty,'fuch confidence. 


This 
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This prattliJDg hv^rlte often Bern 
In queft of news ; which ftUc» or trae. 
He whiiper'd to his mafter's ear, 
Whofe greatefl weaknefs was to hear* 

The Jay, to fenre each fdfiih end. 
Appear^ a very fanguine fiiend ; 
Would oft lament that fubjea hearts 
Were pregnant with deitraaive arts ; 
That nothing could, but watchful tyta. 
Prevent deep laid conipirades; 
Dedar'd he knew that many binb 
Were noted for diiloyal words; 
Who therefore ooght to feel d^j%Awe^ 
In baniihment from conrt and plaot$ 
Urging his Prince, with rigorous daw% 
To put in force Tyrannic laws* 

« 

With mifchiif-working hints like thefe 
He rous'd fuch groundlefs jealoufies. 


That 
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That ev'17 night the Eaglets dreams 
Were haunted with feditioas fchemes ; 
His tortured fancy often vicw'd 
By diff'rent deaths his life pnrfaed ; 
His fceptre broke, his throne o^ertarn'd^ 
His race dedroy'd, and palace barn*d ; 
'Till made by pertarbation foar. 
He felt each pain of thorny powV, 
And bow'd beneath the cambroos weight. 
Of friendlefsy folitary date; 
With one fole blefling, that the Jay 
Paid faithful homage to his fway* 

His trneft friends perceiv'd him fhy, 
Safpicion gloon'd his piercing eye ; 
A fpeechl^ cold, and difiant ftate 
Made loyalty and love abate ; 
Diforder crept throaghont bis realm. 
While he ike tiembliDg at the helm ; 


Yet 
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Yet none prefumld to aik th^ rc^n, 
Xe& Freedom might be conflraed Trea^a* 

At length the Monarch, wearied oat, 
Began to entertain (bine doubt ; 
Whether his friend might not improve 

On trifles, thro' exceffive love; 
As appreheofion oft has made 
A giant of an empty (hade. 

' PoflefsM of this, incog he flew. 
And wifely took a gen'ral view ; 
Some plaints he heard, but foon deftry'd 
They fprung &om his fufpicioiis pride ; 
And met upon the whole content. 
Where'er his pleafiag courfe he beat. 
To find hlmfeif, thro' ev'ry wodd. 
On ev'ry plain, and ey'ry*ilQod, 

Tho' cenfur'd in his regid part. 
Still. monarch^ each fttbje£t heijrt. 


At 
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At laig:tliy at with retarning night 

He homcwaid wiog*d his rapid fflght ; 
Skirdog aloQg a lonely wood. 
Near which an anpent caftle flood, 

Ffom iff declining mofs-dad wall» 
Bj trembling age piepar'd to fall, 

A wdl known voice aflail'd his ear. 
He corr*d hit oonrie, and drawing near, 

Peicehr*d the J at, in this addrefs. 
The deep defigning knave confefi. 

. Yoo think me loyal, as I pay 
My courtly vifits ev*ry day ; 

Bnt penetration ne*er will deem 
Uf leree-hmiiers what we feem ; 
And, on my word. Sir Falcon, know. 
My fiiendfliip is bnt outward ihow ; 
Were I the honeft trodi to own, 

I wifli to lee yon mount the throne/ 

Oor 
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• 

Our Eaglb*s bnt a filly fowl. 
Not two degrees above an Owl^ 

Without the leaft pretence on earth 
To royalty, except his birth ; 
Then let us find fome fpecious cau(^ 
(Suppofe oar liberties, and laws) 
To feize his crown, and in his fiead. 
To place it on your abler head. 

I have a tongue both quick and loud* 
Let me harangue the gaping croud 
With promifes — fure bait for fools—— 
Who ferve as politician's tools, 
1*11 bring about a revolution, 
Ta mend our ihatter'd confiitutioo« 

With honeft rage the Eagle warm'd. 
And with death-dealing talons arm'd, 
Pounc'd unperceiv'd upon the Jay, 
And fnatch'd his Feloi^-lL^e away. 


' . •* **j 


This 
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This facrifice ta jaftica made. 
The injar'd Eaqlb wifely (tad ; 
I find at length this prudent truth. 
That choice of friends to age, or youth, 
Is, from the tottage to the coor^ 
A matter of the tall import. 
From me let, future Monarchs learn 
By their own fenfes to difcern ; 
Nor exerdie onfafe Gomaand, 
By Knowledge gained at SECOND hakd. 


FABLE 
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F A B L E VT. 

The farmer and SPARROWS, 

A FARMER iaw» with moch regret. 
Some Sparrows in his field of wheat; 
And taking up a planderM ear. 
Exclaimed in rage. What havock's here ! 
For this have I manured the foil. 
And (ill'd it with laborious toil ? 
Thefe feather'd Epicures— a cnrfc \ 

To each induftrious Farmers porfe,-^ 
HI try, withottt the lead delay. 
To kill, to maim, or fright away. 

The thing no fooner faid than done. 
He brought with double charge his gun ; 
Then, Plund'rers, cried, refign your breath 
To leaden meffengers of Death; 
And as his thooghtlefs rage infpir'd, 
Amongft the corn and birds he fir*d. 


Six 
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IShi naSm feni-ra jox&I fight— 

Hr ran, and (cJz'Sd diem with delig^ ; 

» • - ■ 

Aha, he cries, at length y'are caught, 
Yoor daintks have been dearly bought ; 
Piom hence yoor brother thieves may know, 
Joflke is for^ tho* fi>metimes Gxmm 

One SpAaaowr, who had yet fome breath. 
Replied, Yoa oiompb in our death ; 
We lie before yoor vengefo) eyes. 
No doobt ft pleafifig (acrifice ; 
Yet, fodifli mortal, fee, and own. 
The wnthoughtmilchief yo9 have done j 
Modi more, tho' rafldy meant for good, 
Than twenty times onr number con*d; 
Befides, fnrviving friends will more. 
Revenging ns, invade your flore. 

What does yonr reafon then avail, 
If only weighed in paffion^s fcale ? 


We 
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We lofe a doubtfal^life, 'tis true. 
But certain goo4 is loft to you. 

The Farmer look'd, when, lo, he fa\v 
Full fourfcore yards of earlefs ftraw ! 
For fuch a tradt the (hot had made» 
He faw with grief, and iighing faid ; 
I am a fool, I own the name, 
I doubly feel the lofs and (hame ; T/ ^' ' 

And find the man by paffion wrought. 
Who turns to action fudden thought, 
Inftead of profit, or content. 
Will find occafion to repent ; 

m 

Then why (hould anger reafon fetter ? 
Refleftion would have taught me better. 


V 
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FABLE VII. 

The knight E R R a N T. 

T N former times (much worfe they were, 

"^ Than thofe which give us vital air ; 

For always be it underftood, 

The prefent arc both great and good ;) 

There liv*d, fo fays our tale» a wight^ 

Whom fcruples made an Errant K^ioht, 

A more romantic headed ais 

Than Qui X0TE> CHAaiBs> orHuDiBRAS, 

Who» in his moral feelings nice» 

RefoIvM to quell the monfter Vice ^ 

A greater Hydra ten degrees 

Than f'HAT deHroy'd by Hercules. 

Arm'd, as he fancied, Cap-a-pie> 
With Reafon, and Morality ; 
Stronger* tho' light, to take the field* 
Than A j ax' boailed fev'n-fold fhield ; 


A court 


A court he fought, a« proper fo3 
To exercife his pious toiU 

Sincerity", devoid of flatCj 
Condudted to the paldce gate. 
And feeking entrai^ce, gave her name ; 
Corruption afk'd from whom ihe came ; 
Which told, he fhook his hoary head. 
And with a ihrug important faid. 
Admittance there could only be 
For thofe of bigheft quality : 

Yet flretching forth his itching palm^ 
With features «nd expreffion calro^ 
He hinted favour to the Knight, 
If.foften^d by a Perqjjisitk. 

Our Hero thinking, once let in, 
His work of glory might begin. 
Straight let fome golden logic drop, 

That Cbrberub might have a fop ; 

D 2 But 
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But ah ! in vain, at evVy door 
CpRRuFTiON met him as before; 
Tho' pROTius like, in various guife. 
To cheat his unfufpefling eyes ; 
For none of all the courtly tribe 
Would move, he found, without a bribe. 

* 

Wearied at length, and what is worie, 

r 

Incumber'd with an empty purfe. 
He cried, " Was Virtue never here ?'* 
One anfwer'd, '* Is he, friend, a Peer, 
Or Commoner, of large eftate? 
We know him not, unlefs he*s great." 

Discretion ilrove in vain t' aiTwage 
Our Hero, fill'd with fire-ey'd rage ; 
Who fiercely fwift deHnidlion vow'd 
To Vice, and all her train, aloud. 

His furious fpeech a larJfy wag 
Immediately prononnc'd Scan, Mag, 


And 
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And threatenM^ with a ipecial warrant. 
The perfon of our poor Knight Errant ; 

« 

Who, rather dreading fuch a cafe, 
Refolv'd to fly the tickli(h place. 

From CoyRT he fought a lady's Route, 
And conquefl hopM beycnd a doubt ; 
He Hood, and faw with painful eye 
The (potted witches circling fly ; 
And faid. More devaflation fprings 
From four ill painted pafleboard kings. 
Than e*er was fpread o'er publick-good. 
By any Tyrant, fince the flood. 

At length a Countess — nothing new— 
Secur'd a Pa m to fave her Loo ; 
Which gave occafion to the Knight 
To fpeak at large againfl the bite ; 
When one and all the gameflers iaid. 
He merited a broken head : 

D 3 But 
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But Csdd, Througb grace, and he might thank it*. 
They'd only tois likn in a blanlcet* 

Not fatisficd, he fought the city. 
And faid on Change* 'twas wond'rous pity 
That mankind, for each other made. 
Should try to over-reach in trade ; 
That merchandize could only be 
A (burce of fordid ufury ; 
That moral feelings were di/carded> 
And darling Gain alone regarded ; 
That as the fage *, by Virtue awM, 
Caird Markets once the feat of Fraud ; 
So dill, he added, to their (hame. 
They merited the hateful name. 

A Broker, of the Hebrew nation, 
A knave by nature, and vocation. 

Who knew his own defeftive heart, 

♦ 

AiTum'd the irritative part ; 

* Socratei, 

I ' Declar'd 
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DeclarM that man who could de^me 
And taint the Trader's fpotlefs name^ 
That others might be kept in awe» 
Deferv'd the fharpeft lafh of law. 

Thus having founded an afarniy 
Each confcious Knave began to warm ; 
A hum of mifchievous intent. 
Ran thro' the fons of Cent, per Cent. 
Till once again» our Knight defeated. 
Before an hoft of foes retreated. 
And wifer grown than heretofore* 
RefblvM to combat Vice no more. 

The moral hence we hope is plain. 
That mankind are fo blind, or vain* 
So whirled by whim, by paffions toft. 
All but the name of Virtue's loft. 
That good example*s more prevailing 

Than all enthufiaftic railing ; 

And that the man's an Errant Knicht, 

Who ftrives yf\i\i general Yicu to fight. 

D4 FABLE 
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FABLE VIIL 

The beau and BUTTERFLY, 

^ I'^H U S fpeaks aa Adage, fomewhat old, 
•*• « Truth is not to bt always told.^* 

What eye but (Irack with outward (how. 
Admires the' pretty thing, a Beau ? 
Which bo^ by Art and Nature made is. 
The rport of fenfe, the toy of ladies. . 

A mortal of this tiney mold. 
In doaths of filk, adorn'd with gold. 
And drefs'd in ev'ry point of fight 
To give the world of tafte delight, 
PreparM to enter his Sedan, 
A Birth-day picture of a Man, 

Cried out in vain foIiloquy» 

Was ever creature form'd like me ? 

By Art or Nature's niceft care, 

Made more compleat, and Debonnair f 

I fee 
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I fee myfelf, with perfedl joy» 
Of haman kind the Je ne fiat quoy ; 
Jn ev'ry thing I rival France, 

In fafhion^ wit» and fprightly dance ; 
So charming are my (hape and parts, 
I'm form'd for captivating hearts ; 
The proudeil toafl, when in the vein, 
I take at once by Coup de main ; 
Mort de ma <z;i>, 'tis magic all, 
I look, and vanqailhM Women fall. 

One of the race of Butterflies, 
An infedt far more nice than wife. 
Who from his funny couch of glafs. 
Had liaen'd to the two legg'd Afs, 
With intermeddling zeal replied, 
Unequal'd folly — matchlefs pride ! 
Shalt thou, a patch- work creature, claim 
More lovely ihape, or greater name. 


Than 
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TJian one of us ? Aflert thy right. 
Stand naked in my critic fight* 

To parent Eanh at once refign 
The produce of her golden mine ; 
Give to the worm her filken ftore» 
The diamond to Golcokda^s fhore; 
Nor let the many teeth yoa want» 

Be plnnder'd fiom the Elephant ; 

Let native locks adorn thy head. 
Nor glow thy cheeks with borrow'd red ; 
Give to the Ostkich back his plame. 
Nor rob the Cat of her perfume ; 
Here to the Beavek yield, at once 
His for which crowns thy empty fconce ; 
In fhort, appear thro' ew^ry part» 
No mote, nor left, than what thoa art ; 
Then litde better than an Ape, 
Will fhow thy metamorphos'd Ihape ; 


While 
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While Butterflies to death retain 
The beaaties they from Nature gaio. 

Youll {ay, perhaps^ oar fojoum here 
Is lefs by half, than half a year ; 
That churlifh Winter furely brings 
Deflrudtion to our painted wings* 
I grant the truth — now afifwer me ■ 
Can Beaus outlive adverfity ? 
Will Milliners, and Taylors join. 
To make a foppifh Beggar fine? 
'Tis certain. No — of glitter made— — « 
You furely vanifh in the (hade; 
Compafdy then> who, will dare deny 
A Beau is lefs than Butterfly ? 


FABLB 
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FABLE IX. 

SOCRATES AND THE BEAU. 

\ Grecian Smart, or Back^ or Beau, 

(Greece had her Coxcombs too, we know) 
Would needs his puny wit engage 
With Socrates,' the moral Sage. 

This dupe to falhion's flimzy rules. 
Like fome we know — exifting^ fools—— 
Religion deemM, and even Senfe, 
Againft Politeness an offence 
Defpis'd, as vain, all learned knowledge 
Which youth derives from fcbool or college ■ 
And faid. Time only flew to wafle 
Unlefs with pleafure wingM, and tade. 
Full of himfelf, with eager pace. 
He fought the Sage's dwelling place ; 
Which found, like all the forward kind. 

He left his complaifance behind; 

Pufh'd 


[ 45 ] 

Puih'd boldly in, when lo, his fight 
Was ftruck with anforefeen delight. 
To catch the philofophic Afs 
Contemplating a looking glafs. 

Friend Socrates, -the witling cries. 
Good morning— fhall I truft thefe eyes— 
Can 'gravity, like yours, enjoy 
So infignificant a toy? 
I thought a mirror only £c 
Where beauty holds the place of wit ; 
A play-thing for the young and gay. 
To fool their vacant hours away. 

Yet hold— perhaps unnfnal graces 
The eye of Contemplation traces ; 
I'll take myfelf a nicer view, 
And give fo great a man his due. 

He cock'd his glafs— for ev'ry Beau 
Ub'd fuch two thoufand years ago ; - 


Then 
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Then cried — ^7e Gods, hoiv fine a creature f 
What harmoAj of limb and feature ! 
What eagle eyes ! how grave a beard ! 
Was ought more perfefi. crer rearM ? 
Tho* in the Clouds * you've made me gay, 
Tis now but fimple troth to fay. 

For elegance of ihape, and cIoaths» 
You're foremoft of Athenian Beaus* 

Untouched with idle hafly pafilon. 
By this ironic fool of fafiuon, 

« 

(The man can bear all rubs in life. 
Who bore like him a fcolding wife) 
The Moralist look'd up, and fmiPd ; 

Thenfaid, Imnft inftmft you, child- 
You Hare — ^nay think roe not abford- 
YouVe but a CHILD, upon my word. 

Know, Sir/ that years exceeding twenty. 
Nor partial fortune; ibedding plenty, 

* A CooKdjr of AnflQpbsnev. 


That 
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That titles, perfim, drefa, norgai^ 
Can dignify with man^s efiate; 
Beyond all honours, fhowj or pelf. 
Is both to knonvy and rule thy/ei/l 

This 'Mirr§ur can, if well applied, 
AMing Reafon, checking Pride, 
Mach more inftmaive leflbns teadi 
Than Folly, and her train can readk- 
I^eign, fprifhtly Sir, to take a view; 
*T«^as chiefly made for fach as yoa< 
Soon as it ftrack Sir Popling^s eyes, 
Diftended features (how'd furprizei 
And well, to own a truth, they might 
At fuch a mortifying fight ; 
For lo, the glafs, beyond a doubt. 
Had turnM the reptile infide out; 
He faw, with pain^ his brainlefs fcull 
Of gewgaws and of faihions full ; 


And 
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And found that Vice, in ev'ry part 
Had patrified his wretched heart* 

Says Socrates, Good friend, what now? 
Why fits amazement on your brow ? 
Had you bat flriv'n to deck year mind. 
Nor all yoar care to dreis confined, 
A fairer profped then had been 

In fach a kind refledor feen ; 
Time yet is yours — employ it better- 
Nor be to common fenfe a debtor. 
Let kind reflexion jufUy tell 
The happy art of living well ; 
An arty if I can ought difcerh. 
Fine Gentlemen want much to learn. 

The Beauy abafii'd, retir'd in hafle» 
Both difappointed and difgracV* 


FABLE 
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FABLE X, 

Thb swallow and pike. 

» "Tp IS common amongft human kind. 

All errors, but our own, to find 5 
Nay, oft we lay fevereft blame. 
When guilty of the very fame ; 
What magic pow'r can dim our fight. 
Or make us look thro' partial light ? 

^BLF-APPROBATION, thcC I Call, 

The dear delufivc fourcc of all. 

The Hypocrite, with fainted face. 
Will fliJl hypocrify diigrace ; 
Lifts up in pray'r his hands and eyes, 
Unblulhing to th' infulted ikies ; 
While earth-incumber'd thought remains 
Faft bound below, in worldly chains ; 
Yet calls devotion impious art. 
Which flows not pure, and from the heart. 

E The 
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The Gaki ESTER cries^ that (hame (hould fix 
Her brand upon diihoneil tricks ; 
To flip a card, or cog a die. 
He calls the blacked infamy ; 
Yet ftake with him, he's nothing loth, 
When-e*er he can, to pra6life both. 

The ENVIOUS man affc&a furprize,* 
To hear of judging hearts, or ejres ;. 
Tho' all he fees another gain, 
lofedls his worthlefs mind with pain. 

Nakcissa^s httfband fix weeks dead. 
E'en widow like fhe chofe to wed ; 
Amelia heard, cried Fie for fhame! 
And, in a fortnight,, did the fame* 

Liberia, whofe abandoned life. 
With modefty holds conftant ilrife. 
Exclaims, What fhame do thoie defenre 
Who cannot keep a jufl referve ? 


Thus 
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Thas cBitsvRE, like a Ihattle-codr; 
Is bandied round- the hiinuui flo^c ; 
y^nd always takes its boldeft wing, 
From thofe who beft deferve its fUng. 

The fetttng Sun, with Eaftward beams. 
Now lightly fparkled o*er the dreams; 
When eager in purfuit of food, 
An hungry Swaiiow fkimM the flood ; 
Myriads of Flies mull death endure. 
To gorge the featherM Epicure; 
Who, rather fated with his prey, 
Tum'd i^rious work, to wanton play^ 
And in his gambols needs muft try, 
How near the water he could fly. 

So near the rafli adventurer went. 
To that precarious element. 

That from his rulh-encircled bed, 

A greedy Pike rais'd up his head ; 

E 2 And 
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And darting as the Swallow pafsM, 
Catch'd his anthinking vidlim fail ; 
A pinion broke, then let him float 
Within the compafs of his throat ; 

While thoufands and ten thoufand flies, 
Buzz*d load thankfgiving to the ikies ; 
That fach an hungry monger's doom 
Should be to find a living tomb. 

The wounded bird made his defence. 
By thus pretending innocence—^ 

What have I done, good lordly Pike, 
To merit thus your dread diflike ? 
It was beneath your rank to follow, 
A poor and inofleniive Swallow; 
So mild and tender in his nature. 
As ne'er to hurt a mortal creature. 

Audacious wretch, the Pike replied. 
Of guilt convided, foon as tried ; 


How 
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How dares thy cowatd cnnning try 
To Iheker life,, with fophifb-y ? 

Why o*er this river didll thou ikiin. 
Was it for profit, flave ! or whim? 
Didil thou not dare, before thefe eyes, 

t 4 

To gorge innumerable Flies ? 
Infe^, whofe right to life, tho' fmall. 
Equals the greateft of us all ; 
,Whofe tender fibres crufh*d retain 
As quick and deep a fenfe of pain ; 

Befiides my darling Fifh mnft be, 

DeprivM of thefe, unfit for me; 
Like me, thou haft no other right. 

But greater ftrength, an^ appetite ; 

If Vm a murd*rer in thy view. 

The Flies may call thee murd'rer too t 

E 3 Yet 


C s+ ] 

Yet fiill we only follow^ Man, 

To prey on what, and whom we can* 

Thas pleading Nature*8 general law» 
He gave die morfel to his maw* 
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P A B L E XL 

The birth DAY. 

'TP H E morn was ^come, the brilliant mom. 

On which Fame faid, my Lord was born; 
The courtly Sun -who more polite, 
Contributed unufual light 

The vegetable world was feen 
Exhibiting more vivid green; 
The feadier'd fongfters tun'd their throats, 
To louder and inore jocund notes ; 
All Nature fmird, and looked more gay. 
To honour the aufpicious day ; . 
Nor could fiie, reafon muft confefs. 
Do for a titled mortal, lefs- 
Whom twenty-one indulgent years 
Had ripen'd for the House of Peers. 

At fuch an aera, caftom pays 
A world of compliments, and praife.; 

E 4 Mere 
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Merc phantoms of external (how. 
Which from the lip of int'reft flow ; 
For let the felf-iame wond'rous man. 
So worlhipp'd by a fervile dan. 
Be ftripp'd of titles and eftate. 
He's then no longer good, nor great. 

The Birth Day levee now were come. 
And marfhaird in the drawing room-; 
A medly of moH curious creatures. 
As diiPrent In defigns as features. 

Here fawning Pn'tfis, with looks demure* 
Jn hopes to get a better cure, ^ 
Appear'd to grace the friendly croud ; 
And very low for livings bow'd > ■■ 

On t' other fide, the fons of law. 
Their rev'rencc make with diflant awe ; 
No couniel, fure, wouM ever grudge 
A fcrape or two-w— to be a Judge, 

Ev'n 
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Ev'n thy difeiples. Mars, belet 
The youthful riling coronet. 

But where Is he the race can (hun 
When thouy Preferment» bid'ft him run ? 
Thy magic fpur can quicken all. 
To circle round this earthly ball ; 
To combat dangers* cares, and flrife. 
Nay, fome to hazard fame with life« 

Amongft the reft, one fuitor cam^ 
A ftranger fcarcely known by name. 
Who adling on a difF'rent plan, 
Dedar'd himfelf, the honest man* 


This ruftic blade approached the peer 
I've reach'dt he (aid, my ninetieth year ; 

♦ 

Three icore of which, young Lord, have I. 
Been tenant to your family 
Then, let me firft with kindnefs prove 
Your patronage, and noble love ; 

Tho' 
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Tho' plain my coot, my he9rt, I truSt, 
Hath eirer been in adion jttft ; 
I boldly aiky wb^t thefe conceal. 
And hope to win, what they would ileal. 
Your favoar— -not for felfifli end 
But qiore to ihow myfelf yoar friend. 

I alk not wealth, for common fenie 
Hath made me rich in compeUnce; 
I afk not titles, they moil (hame 
My humble parts, and humble name ; 
But afk a boon which you may grant. 
Nor for another fuit or want ; 
Age bows my body to the grave, 
Remaining time I wilh to fave. 
Thus hafting off this fiage of flrife. 
Will you beftow fome years of life ? 

The yoothfal Poor, whoft heart was good, 
i^nd M as noble, at his Uood ; 


In 
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In ientimentSy as rank fablimc ; 
Perhaps the Carlisle of has tiai(;- 
Replied, I underSand thee not—-* 


What pow*r have I to change thy lot 

Of life or death ? yet what is mine 

I promife freely (hall be thine ; 
Fve heard thy worth, and dare afford 
To bind it with my folemn word* 

Oh noble youth,' returned the fire. 
May heav'n thy virtuous mind infpire ; 
Each worthy deed of thine will be 
A year of added life to me 

Thus I may aik, without a crime. 
To lengthen out with joy my time. 

His Lordihip hear'd with fmiling face^ 
Then rufh'd into a kind embrace ; 
And cried. Good fether, thy requeft 
Shall live for ever in this breaft ; 


And 
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And far as mortal fiaSty readies, 
ni pradiie what thy wi0oiii teacbes ; 
Nor wiU I fycdoas (bow regzrd, 
Bot worth in honeft men reward ; 
And keep my favours there CDnfin'd, 
Where nrtnes ornament the mind. 

He faid tfae.]evee fhmnk away— 

I^ night befbie the rifing day. 


FABLE 
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FABLE Xir. 

The lion and FOX* 

A Lion, full of yoodifnl Uood^ 

Who rulM at large a (padous wood; 
Whom flatterers had oftea told. 
No fpear could pierce, no toil codd hold ; 
Like fome amongft the haman kind. 
Was plaguM with an am^itioms mind ; 
By birth poflefs'd with ample flore. 
He flgh'd, and vainly wiih'd for more^ 
And reiUefa deem'd his royal lot. 
Pent up within too fmall a CpoL 

PolTeisM of this, in waking dreams. 
He laid ten thoufand frantic ichemes ; 
Projeded conquefts far and wide. 
Extended rule on ev'ry fide; ^ 

Saw iavage nations fall before him. 
And many thoufands more adore him ; 


Nay, 
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Nayt hw in his uiibomided plan* 
His fceptre fway the tyrant man* 

I 

At lengthy vouchfafing to impart 
The mighty purpofe of his h;art 
A Fox, who many years had been 
Chief a^or in each bufy fcene; 
And therefore well knew how to fix 
The real worth of politics ; 
Who warm'd with patriotic zeal. 
Preferred, to gain, the common weal ; 
Prefum'd, without difguife, to aflc, 
That he might fliare his Prince's tafk ; 
Or haply cool, by timely truth. 
The «r</(?»r of impetuous youth. 

Why thus, my friend, the Lion cries. 
Beyond myfelf I mean to rife; 
And more t'exalt my prefent flatc, 
Henceforth to be furnam'd — the Great. 


Thou 
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Thoa know'ft the Areft which lies rooth. 
Beyond the Golden Vailey's moath ; 
With awful ca^es, and choice of fport. 
Where Tygbr keeps his mimic court ; 
111 feize by force the vaft domain. 
To add new ftrength, and grace my reign ; 
From thence, with moft refiAleis force, 
March to the fable river's conrfe ; 
Harl haughty Leopard from his throne. 
And make that plenteons realm my own : 
Then our vidorioos banners wave. 
Till Elephant becomes my ilave : 
Inferior princes at my call. 
Mail homage pay, and proftrate fall. 

Thus, when a world ialutes me King, 
Andboundlefs nations tribute bring; 
rU turn towards my native foil. 
And there enjoy my glorious toil. 


Th^ 
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The Fox replied, Yoar royal name. 
My Liege, and your immortal fame ; 
Joined to your happy kingdom's good, 
I tender dearly as my blood ; 
This forces truth upon my tongue. 
And pardon claims, (hould I be wrong. 

Look round, and fee, with calm content. 
The realm you govern by defcent ; 
With Heav'n's beft gifts fupremely blefs'd. 
With plenty crown'd, and joy and reft. 
See happineis thro' evVy part 
Diffiis*d to glad your princely heart; 
Each beail with pleafure howls your praife. 
And views you with admiring gaze ; 
What then ihould more a King rejoice. 
Than Loj^aJtj's approving voice ? 

I kpow, great fir, that young in life, 
UnprafUrd too, in martial ftrife; 


Jmii' 
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AmhitM cries, Your mighty paw 
Should keep the proilrate world in awe t 
Bat let the re^blefs fource of care. 
Se baniih'd from your bofom far ; 
That fever of an heated mind. 
To yourSy and genVal fafety blind. 

Suppofe, for once, the faireft view 
Which Fame and Fortune could purfue; 

» 

Sapppfe fuccefs with rapid force 
Should urjg;e you o'er a downhill courfe ; 
That ev'ry wind, and ty^ry flream. 
Should waft you tow'rds your golden dream ; 

Nay, grant beyond the utmofl fcope 
Of warmed wifh, and boldeft hope ; 

Ten thoufand cares, unknown before, 
Surrounding, will perplex you more ; 
Our hiftory, like that of man. 
Will contradift your dangVous plan i 

F For 
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For jealous eyes mnft fiill purfae. 
Your conqueftst with malicious view; 
Compuliion, fage experience ihows. 

An origin of refUefi fees ; 

And limbs beyond the body grown. 

May ov^rweighy perhaps, your throne. 

Next let Refle^ion^s eye advance. 
And view with care precarious chance; 
The fate of war in ballance hung. 

May fpeak with moft perfuafive tongue r 
Let Fancy, like a faithful fcout. 
Bring to your fight a total rout ; 
Behold your fcatter'd warriors fly. 
Or vanqniih'd in the battle die ; 
With fell revenge the conquerors bum. 
To wafte your kingdom in return ; 
On ev^ry fide your fubjefls fall; 
What powV can bamih*d life recall ? 


See 
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See Dgfilationh dreary fiiee 

Glare horrible in e^rf place ; 

By no reflridive ralers. aw*d» 

See Famine^ Murder, fialk abroad. 

See all, which ieen makes Natare flirink, ' ^ 

And learn* my prince, betimes to think, 

> 

You jodge, perhaps, an adive mind. 
In peaceful times too much confin'd ; 
And think with Glory's dreams poiJefs'dt 
That all but war is flothful reft ; 
Yet monarch in the calmed hour. 
May (how the brightefl beams of pow'r. 

Ta frame new, wholefbme laws, or give 

Due influence to thofe which live ; 

To baniih vice, and always be 

The bounteous firiend of induftry ; 

To hold the worthy in regard. 

And cheriih merit with reward ; 

F z' Is 
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Is (are a iafer, milder "waj 
To Fame which never can decay; 
Than that which martial glory leads. 
While wounded Nature groaning bleeds. 

This truth, my Royal Lord, receive. 
And as you know my love, believe ^ 


War combats Reafon, Virtue, Senfe, 
Unlefs declared iox f elf -defence \ 

In fuch a cafe the heart muft warm. 
While Nature bids the weakeft arm ; 
Repelling wrong, protecting r/^^/. 
Your fubjefls will with pleafure fight ; 
And bravely dare Death^s darkeft frown. 
To fave ihtlr freedom^ and your crown. 

Then, Sir, to grace your royal blood. 
Shine truly great, in being cooor 
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FABLE XIIT. 

The philosopher and RATTLE. 

A Solemn port, a brow aafterej 

Abflradled pride, and mind fevere j 
Contempt by look% and language fhown. 
For all opinions but its own; 
deaths made to contradift the faihlon 
Of any age, and cv'ry nation ; 
With converfation moil fublimei 
Which calls amufement/ wafte of time ; 
Have often feem'd, yet ne'er could be. 
Nature's beft guide, Pbilo/jpby, 

A wight of this fequefler'd itamp. 

Who long had o*er the midnight lamp. 

With lefs of profit than of pains, 

BegloomM bis mind and rack'd his brains ; 

Defrauding Nature of her due, 

In condant fearch of fomething new ; 

F 3 Till 
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'Till overloaded with the weight 

Of knowledge, Reafon left her feat: 

For as the body, fo the head 

May poflibly be overfed ; 

And haply wanting proper venty 

May tarn to poi/on, muri/hnunt : 

A wight like this, relates our tale. 

Who weigh'd each thought in Logic's fcale; 

Once met, perchance, a iprightly child. 

With youth and pleafure almoft wild ; 

Who fliaking his new ratiU ran* 

And thus addrefs'd this learned man ; 

As children free from felfiih care. 

Like thofe enjoyments bed they (hare: 

See here, good Sir, the pretty thing* 
Mama has 'bought her /ift/e ktngi 
Come, take it in your hand, and play 
As I do — - look yon— here's the way. 


So 
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■ 

So fieely ^>oke the pratding boy. 
And thought to give our Stoic joy I 
Who took his baitUo with a frown* 

Then ^From the cottage to the crown 

'Tis folly all aHke, he cries i 
How few endeavour to he wifef 
Nor is it flrange ; finoe yooth are taught 
An idle vacancy of thought; 
By parents giving approbatioa 
To implements of diffipadon 
Like this; on ev'ry flight pretence; 
Which, flatt'riAg Fancy^ murder Senje. 

He (aid; and with contempt profound* 
His hand difchaig'd it to the ground* 

The boy in (imple wonder gaz'd^ 
His little heart ihrunk back amaz*d ; 
A doubtful doud o*er-hung each eye* 
He knew not which, to laugh* or cry ; 

F 4. But 


[ 7* ] 

Sat foon the rattle found a tongae> 
To anCwer fuch indignant wrong. 
For be it known, that injur'^d wood 
Can fcold, as well as flefh and blood. 

Why, how now, whence fuch furly looks. 
Thou overbearing man of books ? 
I dare aflert, and fpeak with reafon. 
That all things have their proper feafon ; 
And toys, like me, are well deiign'd 
To entertain a childilh mind : 

My name perhaps begets difdain. 
In one like you of knowledge vain ; 
But paufe a while — like Proteus — I 
The force of various fhapes can try ; 
And play my parts on Nature's (lage« 
To pleafe all ranks, and ev'ry age. 

Sometimes like Glory's brightefl: gem/ 
To ii'pgs I come a diadem ; 


Before 
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Before the Curatit eyes Vm drawa 
In form of mofl attra£tive lawn ; 
The Lawoyer^ with ambition big^ 
Admires me in a Judged wig; 
The Soldier I can vanquilh fcon. 
In pleating (liape of a battoon ; 
The Merchant^ having bought and fold. 
Retiring finds me in his gold ; 

To "turtle turn'd 1 dill fecure 

Each gormandizing Epicure; 
I hit the Bacchanalian's vein» 
In fparkling flaiks of brifk champaign ; 
The Beau I catchy as well as brute. 
When chang'd into a birth-day fuit; 
A*GiMCRACK to the racing crew, 
I ikim the plain, and they purfue; 
The Alley knaves I catch in flocks. 
Transformed to precious rifkig flocks : 

* A famous race-borfe. 


Convey'd 
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ConveyM in fair Corinna*8 finiles. 
My (hade her lover's care beguiles. 

The ladies too» in ev'ry ftate; 
By different forms I captivate ; 

« 

Sometimes I catch the fair one's view, ' 
With plunder of enchanting Ioq ; 
Now chang'd to di'mond folitaire, 
Vanina gives me all her care; 
A coronet and equipage. 
In me another's heart engage ; 
A fourth admits me through her eyes. 
In form of oaths, and vows, and fighs; 
Both young and old, both high and low. 
Alike to me attachment (how* 

Ev'n you, with all your learning, fenfe, 
Agdnft my pow'r have no defence ; 
For howfoe'er in words you battle, 
Yowr/stmmuM i^numU but a Ratti.e* 
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FABLE XIV. 

I 

Thb cock and pointer. 

g^ OUR AGE, which fervcs a worthy end, 
^^ The virtuous and the wife commend ; 
Who likewife judge by certain rule. 
That headlong rafhnefs marks a foo] ; 
Making fuch worth as might adorn 
The fource of perils, pain, and fcorn, 

A Cock, who oft in bloody fray. 
Had borne the Victor's prize away ; 
Tho* not without indented fears. 
Heroic fignals of his wars ; 
By frequent conquers grew fo vain. 
That glory tarnM his martial brain ; 
And made the images of fight. 
Haunt all his wifhes, day and night ; 
A feather'd Quixotb, fit for battle. 

With men, with windmills, or with cattle 5 

For 
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For If he might his prowcTs fhow. 
He valued not what kind of foe. 

One day an honeft Pointer went. 
With hamble competence content. 
To fcrapc the dunghill for a bone. 
Which, having hid, he thought his own ; 
The Cock obfcrv'd with jealous eye, 
Crow'd, dappM his wings, and drawing nigh, 
Dcclar'd, by all the powVs of fate. 
No thief fliould plunder his eftate. 

The Doc, by converfe gentle made. 
Gave fmooth reply, tho' not afraid ; 
And faid. With diff 'rent taflea we're born, 
I feed on JkJ^, you relLSj cera ; 
What variance then ihould make us jar, 
I hale, I own, the thoughts of war ; 
And would in focial concord reft. 
With cv'ry kind of bird and beaft ; 


Save 


[ n 1 

Save when my mafter^s oety or gun 
Requires^ in fearch of game* to ran. 

The Cock replied, A coward ftHl 
Can find evaiipns if he will; 
Know that my jafi refentment ibon 
Shall teach thee diftance, vile poltroon ; 
No lefs a Spaniard in thy heart. 

Than in thy name, and ootward part ; 
Thus learn — fo faying flappM a ftroke— 
You^U find ity reptile, more than joke* 

The Doo, nnhort, kept (cratdung on. 
And only bade the Cocc begone; 
Who, fure of conqued, firuck ibme blows, 
W^ich wounded Ponto*s tender nofe; 

Whofe patience loft, a Angle bite 

Concluded the unequal fight : 

Sir Chanticleer fcream^d oat^ and dy'd, 

A Martyr to hi& foolifh pride. 

FABLE 
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FABLE XV. 

The cynic ANb FASHION. 

^ O M E think on cvVy flight pretence, 
•^ That fnariing fliows a fund of fcnfc ; 
And therefore fhrcwdly never fail, 
Reafon, or none, to mouth, and rail ; 
As if the fcope of moral thought. 
Lay all compriz'd in finding fault. 

It happen'd (0 that one of thefe, 
A thorough bred Diogenes ; 
That fprightly damfel Fashion met. 
And ledur'd thus the gay Coquette. 

'Tis true, I know, fantaftic madam. 
Thou foe to all the race of Adam ; 
Thou thing of nothing, gaudy moppet. 
No better than a drefs'd up puppet ; 
I know thy powV, thy matchlefs pride, 
That reafon has the weaker fide, 


Yet 
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Yet dare I fpeak my thonghts aload, 
Tho' Fancy fways the ienfeleis crowd ; 
And ihow that all thy flimzy rules^ 
Are cobweb bands to fistter f9ds. 

How dar'*ft thou, trifler as thou art, 
Prcfame to mle the human heart ? 
To captivate the thoaghtlefs eyes. 
And warp the nobler faculties ? 
Degrading fenie, and ftndions care» 
With empty tafte» and idle air. 

. Thy profelytes, a coxcomb train. 
Of outward ihow alone are vain ; 

» 

Who ftHl to real merit blind, 
Enflav'd by drefi, negled the niind. 

Say what avails thy iplendid fliow, 

Tho* colours rival la is* bows 

Tho' jewels from the Indian mine» 

Arrang'd in niceft order (hine; 

Tho' 


Tho* evVy quarter of the globe. 
Should join thy per(bn to enrobe ; 
Thy proper title ftill mull be. 
The Weathercock of Vanity, 

Fashion^ with fly and gentle look, 
ReceivM this cynical rebuke ; 
Then fmiling, Jbrenudiy that replied, . 

There are more forts, than one, of Fride ; 
A weed fo rank — in every college, 
It chokes fair fcience, learning, knowledge. 
Look inward* furly friend, and fee. 

If fuch a monfter dwells in thee ; 

« 

Let obje£ls in due form arife. 
And fenfe obey impartial eyes ; 
While prejudice invades the mind, 
'Pis ever obflinate, or blind* 

Think you, grave Sir, that wifdom fhows 
With better grace in (hapelefs cloaths ? 


That 


^ 
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That Virtae fyezks with ftronger note. 
In longer, or in ihorter coat ? 

That learning dare not (how its face» 
Beneath a little harmleft lace ? 
A4uft piety upon her back. 
Still wear a formal robe of black f 
Can none expire in honour's bed. 
But' martialTpirits bound in red ? 
^Tis all a farce, and none but fools 
Would judge by iach ccntrafled rules. 

You've boldly charged me home with tieafoq^ 

Againft the facred power of reaibn ; 

But wherefore fo ? all things on earth 

From fome good purpoie draw their birth ; 

And rightly managM fcrve to ble(s } 

Yet when perverted by excefs, . 

Slaves of irrational abufe, 

They lole their beauty, worth, and u(o, 

G ThM 
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Thus I, by phidence firfl was ma<Ic, 
A friend to induftry and trade i 
My purpofes will proof endure, 
I pleaie the ricb^ to feed the poor ; 
I rule the great with my tommands^ 
And fet to work unnumber*d hands ; 
From my inconftant temper fprings 
To fubjedts wealth, and pow'r to kings ^ 
Divided between land and fea» 
Millions derive fupport firom me. 

Indeed when mimic fbUy breaks 
Difcretion's bounds, and wildly takes 



My fhape ; I always feel diigrace 
With painful blufhes tinge my face* 

To fee, forgetting different fpheres^ 
Mechanics boldly apdng peers s 

To fee fine ladies Abigails, 

Drag iilken trains, like Peacocks tails ; 


To 
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To ice the wife of homely at. 
Attempt the fiile of courtly wit; 
To fee an Alderman advance. 
In capen newly brought from France ; 

« 

To fee ^flaunting femfirefs come 
To figure at a lady's drum ; 
To fee a draggled prentice fent 
With cards of ill-fpelt compliment ; 
To fee, the fordid (lave of vice, 
A London merchant trade with dice ; 

To fee all thefe, and many more. 
Which life affords in ample ftore ; 
May raife your cenfore, or compafion^ 
But call them MADNESS, friend, not Fashion. 
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FABLE XVt 
The royal DOVE. 

EXAMPLE ftreamiflg from the great. 
Thro' each department of a ftate, 
Should as untainted fnow be fair. 
And /pread aroand with virtuoas care ; 
For be it either good or bad, 
Moft ranks are fafhionably mad. 

An Eagle who had feen with pain, 
Licentioafnefs extend its reign ; 
Whofe more than ufual patriot eye. 
Saw mod in birds of quality ; 
Saw marriage, like compaI£ve tether. 
His lords and ladies link together ; 
With fcarce a fpark of love to light 
The fcanty ipace of wedding night ; 
Who faw gallants and roiflrefles. 
The iev'ral parties better pleaie ; 


Who 
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Who faw deftru£Uve canls and dice^ 

In triumph Iea4 domefUc vice ; 

Who ii^w a love of foreign faihions 

With endlefs idle 4j^pacions9 

Infed bats^ owls» and carrion crows. 

As well as gandy well-plani^d beaus^ 
Who iaw difcretion yield to pride. 
But chiefly on the female fide ; . 
Kindly refolv'd, by wifdom led, 
A partner for his royal bed ; 
That fubjedls looking to the throne. 
From Virtues these might form their own, 

The profclytc of prudent love. 
He fix*d his choice upon a Dove; 
Whom Nature had with partial care 
Created good as well as fair. 

With open hand Benevolence, 

The chad of Virtue and of Scnfc 

G 3 DifpersM 
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Bifpers'd her various bounties round. 
With multitudes of blef&ngs crown'd i 
A conftant and engaging mate. 
She fmooth'd her confort*s cares of flate ; 
Whofe captive heart each coming day, 
Own'd'more and more her gentle fway; 
Which never aim'd at any pow'r. 
But that of fweet'ning evVy hoor. 

Mothers from her might fully prove 
The raptures of maternal love ; 
And fure no offspring ever could 
Bring more of joy, or public good. 

Mild condefcenHon ihiooihM tier brow. 
And taught ill judging pride to bo^ ; 
Whene'er Ihe cooM, the fiibjefts hung 
With rapture on her tuneftil tongue ; 
And thofe were ever moft admir'd. 
Who citch'd that goodncfs (he infpir'd. 


Each 
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Eachcouplcy like tbe Royal Paih, 
Still fyaipathiz'd in joy and care ; 
Till Hymen, with peculiar grace. 
Was feen to fiaile in evVy place ; 
Ev'n fickle, wanton Sparrows now 
Would faihionably keep their vow« 

Perfedl in ev^ry fcene of life, 
Review'd as mother, friend, or wife;* 
The truly Royal Dove was feen. 
To a6l, to coo, to look the Queen ; 
With charnnng form, and gentle mind, 

Almoft the Charlotte of her kind. 
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FABLE XVir. 

The ROMAN and BARBARIAN, 

W/ HEN Rome was in het height of glory^ 

So find wc IB hiftoric ftory; 
Siruck with her univerfal fame, 
A travelling Barbarian came, 
"Who wifh'd it; all her parts to fee 
That boafled feat of liberty^ 


/• 


A Citizen cngag'd to (how 
The flranger all he wiJh'd to know ; 
0*er all her fev'n proud bills they firay'd^ 
And various obfervations made^ 
The Roman pointing to his guell, 
Thofe profpe^s which he fancied beft^ 

There view our Capitol, he aies. 
Stupendous fubjeft of furprize ! 
Where fits our Senate framing law. 
To keep the conquered world in awe. 


Examine 
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Examine with puHdilious caret 
This fpacious Amphitheatre ; 
Where thronging nations may £nd looni* 
Such is its large, capacioas womb« 

Behold^ with reverence profound ! r 

Our vaft Pantheon's facred round ! 

Whercj wifely fuited to the place. 
Our imag'd Gods give hallow'd grace ! 

Behold this Column tow'ring high. 
Which feems to emulate the iky ; 

Thofe Baths fuperb ! — ^fee — curious fight! 

Are framed for profit and delight. 

View hence the fun his lufbe beam. 
To gild maje(licTYBER*8ftream; 
By which our plenteous city gains 
The produce of unnumbered plains* 

Look round, in fliort, on ev'ry par^ 
Then freely fptak, and from your heart. 


If 
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If Art and Nature fi> conbiii'd. 
With elegance and grandeur jmn'dy 
E'er ihtick your ravk^d eyet before 
Your footfleps trod the Romah fliore. 

Here the Barbarian (for that name 
Thofe proud monopolies of Famcy 
The Romans, gave with partial fneer. 
To all beyond their native fphere ;) 
Admitted, on a curious vhwt 

m 

The fev'ral obfervfitiom troe ; 
Yet feemM to fay that folid ieoie 
Ne'er doated on nQgnificence. 

Did alU fays he» this grandeur come 
By lawful meant, to lordly Rome ? 
For why (hould many jiations groan » 
To deck a city not dieir own ? 
Were ihe by emolaftiue trade, 
Ifi wealth, and poVr^ faperior made ; 


Did 
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Did Qxe not gaia k^ boaikd charmt^ 
By rapine, and tke forc^ pf arms ; * 
Could all her pompous marks of ftate. 
Avert th* unerring (hafts of fate ; 
(For, once ihe muft her njin fnoufQ^ 

Like other empires in her turn ;) 
Could powV and grandeur time dcfy^ . 
Nor Romans like Barbarians die ; 
Could they procure a better lot» 
In future worlds, when here forgot ; 
Could they, on life's precarious ftage, 
But add one fcene to failing age ; 
Could they from iicknefs take its pains. 
Or harmonize diibrder'd brains ; 
Could they with kind inftrudive art. 
Inform the head, and mend the heart 5 
Could they the hours mifpent recal. 
And fhed Divine Content on all $ 


The 
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The world might then with juftice come. 
And woHhip your onrival'd Romb. 

Bot as it i8-»(excafe a troth. 
Not the leis certain, tho' ancoath ; 
Since fore it cannot be denied) 
They only fer?e to pamper pride» 


FABLE 
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FABLE XVIir. 

Thb politic lion. 

N life no eiTO( more appears 
Than ill adapted cbaradlers« 


Who woald not ekfaer taogh, or arj. 

The contraft of phiIoibphy» 

To fee a valiant foldier loll 

And flumber in a Prebend^s ftail^ 

Devoid of Piety and Knowledge, 

Who fliames Eel ig ion, and the College i 

(His morals nought but outward fhow,) 

And ihines a moft irrev'rend beau. 

What other feelings firike the heapt» 
To fee the grave Physician's part 
Diigrac'd by thofe, (as oft is feen,) 
Who good mechanics might have been ; 
To fee a genius, fbrm*d for trade, 

A blundering Pfftj/ogger made ; 


To 


V 
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To fee a farming coantry Squfre, 
Sent np a filent Knight o' th* (hire- 
To fee a Poet, or Mufician, 
Commencing (hallow Politician ; 
In (horty to fee» as fenfe muft own. 
So many men tofn'd opflde down i 
And Reafon's difUtes qti& afide^ 
By Folly, Avarice, or Pride. 
When each man in a proper place. 
Might Z&. his part With decent grace* 

A Lion, who with fov'reign fway 
The foreft ruVd — one council day. 
Among tlie fubjed bea(b dedar^d^ 
That he and they mall (land prepared 
A moft tremendous war to wage. 
Demanding wifdom, (Irength, and rage* 

4 

Let all, he cries, take proper fpheres. 
And all who mardi, be volttBteers< 


I« 
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In tv^ry •ateffirice we find 
There's nothing Iik0 a wiUkig tniniL 

You, B&uiN, whom we henceibrth cadf 
Our ^f1lfter'ft(ttier Geneftd, 
Colka our IVarrhts with hOi fptcA, 
As fuits a time tif pnsAif tmA i 
For this the wifeft tneaas porfae : 
Our/elf will take the grand nvk^. 

His royal M«idlitei^i«afi[ dbottty 
All royal \S9tSai began their roote ; 
The Hare and Ass, with others came. 
Thro* Duty^ more than love of Tam.i 
Whom when the cynic Bear beheld. 
With favage laugh he fliook the field ; 
Then faid, with an ironic fiieeis 
Oh, welcome^ valiant ck«iitttres, here— — 
What Monarch* flmnk at war's aloraa. 

When Aoh as you cry cHK^To arms r 

Herois f 
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Herees ! (or boundlefi conqueft made- 
Of nothing, bdt di^race, afraid. 

The baihfal ooople in difinaj^ 
Held down their heads and iliink away- 
Too often modeft worth and ienfe 

Give place to harden -d impadence. 

Juft then the Lion, pafling by. 
Beheld them with indulgent eye; 
And having kindly aik*d their cafes, 
Dedar'd they (hoald be fixM in placesj* 
Which, certainly, tho' not ib great 
As many others in the date. 
Had ftill their worth, and were of nte. 
Beyond the reach of proud abnfe. 

Then turning to the Bear, he cry*d. 
How dnrft you. Sir, indulge yom* pride ? 

If you had been as wife, as ftrong, 

Your fenfe would theo have €heck*4 your tongue— 

Good 


Good fubjedls maft be dear to mc^ 
Whether of high, or low degree. 

Indeed ihould I fb 'grofsly trip 
Unworthy creatures to prefer; 
Should I fo far from prudence wandert . 
To make an As3 or Har^ commander; 

My fubjeds might with caufe complain. 
And iUgmatize my fimple reigm 

But while !» with impartial fpirit. 
Pay due regard to honeft merit. ^ 
While jnft gradation forward leads. 
And beafls are valu*d for their deeds ; 
They^l well perform their fev'ral part^^ 
And I reign Monarcli of their hearts* 

Thofe creatures you.fo much difdain» 
When thus difposM (hall aedit gain ; 
The SiMor-^fs (hall loudly rattle. 
And bray, with martial found-— To battle ! 

H And 
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And on occaiion iielp to beir 
Provifions — while, this nimhle Hare 
Shall ferve, for which you'll all cpnfefi 
She's well defign'd, to go exprefs'-^-^ 
To fcouty and watch, with curious eye» 
The motions of our enem)^. 

. Thus, or my judgment h outwittedf 
Their bus'nefst and their powers are fitted* 
In movements of a grand machine. 
Small wheels, as well as great, are feen* 
So may the lead in any nation. 
Be put into an ufeful ftation ; 
And PuBLig good will flourifh mod;. 
Where each fupplies his proper poll. 
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^ A B jL B xrx. 

Thb charioteer* 

J^ CHARIOTEER; not one rfthofi 

Who gallop'a in OiYMi-ic Ihomt 
Bat one, who on Nbwma»ket'« fod. 
Was worihip'd, as a Dcmi-God ; 
Who, oat of any Alng, copld hatch 
The praife, or profit of a match j 
Infpir'd with moft heroic glee. 
High monnted on a Vis a V«, 
Which to ft fe^opd he cooU drive, 
Or turn, with jny mtuk ^livo ; 
Was polity on a glowing pac«-~- 
Fot Time and he wftre match'd a race. 

His brother Charioteer, the Sub, 
His daily conrie had almoft run. 

Ha Im* 
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Impatient for an cv'ning's nap. 
In gentle Tbetis* watiy lap^; 
When driving up a fteepy hill. 
Which fcmcwhat check'd impatient wilt, 
(As horfes, be they e'er fo good. 
Arc ftill no more than flelh and blood) 
It chanc'd our ratde-pated wit 

O'ertook an eafy jogging ^'^» 
Of whom he aik'd, in modiih ftile. 
Damn it, old boy, how many mile 
To fuch a place, and have I pow'r 
To reach it— Gee-up— in an hour ? 

An hour !— old Slow and Sure replies^ 
Tis near the rate a Pigeon flies ; 
And tho* your tits arc high bred things* . 
I cannot yet difcern their wings ; 
Their gaping mouths, with foam o'crfpread. 
And ftretch^d out nollrils glowing red, 


Their 
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thdr heaving fides, and quiv'ring tails^ 
Inform me chat fatigae prevaSa-—— « 
May I adviie, yonr fpeed abate^ 
Orelfe you*ll reach your inn too late; 
You'll fooner gain — believe me, friend-* 
By flower pace, your journey's end. 

The jpettled blade, of fpirit proud^ 
DifdainM advice, and laugh'd aloud % 
Then fwore politely, by the Gods, 
Old Shaver muft have U'en the odds--* 
Exulting thus, whipp'd (harp his cattle* 
Who fprung, and made the carriage rattle. 

Scarce had he gone three hundred yards. 
Ere adverfe -fate his courfe retards $ 
A failing wheel, with crafhing noife^ 
The '{peed of fanguine hope defbx>ysi 
And on the ground, in full career, 
l^^ays low th' aflpniih'd Chariot^eji; 

H3 yfho 
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Who carsM the diaace# in tuodi&t phnfii^ 
And iUr'd aronnd with ftupid gasi^ 

■ 

The fober c. it came jogging on. 
And faw difmoonted Phaeton; 
He faw the proftrate ruin lie, 

« 

On which he cad a leering eye ; 
And thus addrefsM, with taunting fneer- 
I did not think to catch you hire ; 
Tho' as yon drove fo very faft» 
I thought to overtake at laft< 

Thus you, young Sir, like many more» 
/In Fortune rich, in Reafon poor. 
Drive headlong on, nor ever think 
How near you are to danger's brink. 

If ever you have been at fehool 
Yoa might have Iearn*d this ufeful rule. 
For young or old, for grave or gay. 
Wifely to ke^p the niddle way. 


A com* 
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A common Ptovcrb Mas dcciedi; 

The more we haile the worfe we ipeed ; 
Yet fome with prudence ftitt at ftrife 
Poft> neck or nothing, on thro' lift* 

But foft^-farewd'^fbr moi^ dcl^f 
Will too much cheick mj fiinted way ; 
The fun dec4ming lofes light-— -^^ 
I wifh you» locklels ftiend I good night. 
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jr A B L E XX. 

The AJ^GEL an^ HERMIT^ 

A STATESMAN who, as records tell, 
« ^ Coald vie in fame with Machiavel, 
|pfad fervM his coantiy fevVal years 
With able head, \jbl di^'rent ipheres. 
And, flrange {o teUt had play'd his paf^^ 
Ev'n £m^ own^d, with honeil heart; 
Tho* ibmetiaies flung with partial blame 
To cramp, if not to taint his hmci 
A certain, tho* a cruel cafe. 
Sad confequcnce, and tax of place. 

At length, impatient of the weight 
Which hangs on thofe who guide a fiate 2 
His mind its iecret wifhes bent 
In folitude to feek content. 

f qpn as fiefledlion hstd ^nfffir'd 
The pleafing profpcil, he rctir'd ; 


FixM 
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Fb^i on a lonely rural faotf 
And chang*d his palace, for a cot; 
His levees fot th* illofhrious dead. 
Whom in their living works he read ; 
All equipage was drop'd of conrfef 
Or ihrunk iqto a fipgle horfe; 
On whom he r94e for fake of health. 
Which Wifdom owns the richeft wealtl)^ 

Art had not, with afieded grace. 
Deformed this native, lovely place ; 
Where vanegated profpedts grew 
Socceffively to charm the view; 
Where Nature thro* the landfcape fmil'd^ 
A pi£lurp beautifully wild ; 
Where ^tudy found a fiill' retreat 
And Virtue feem'd tQ fix her ftat* 

• • • » • • 

One day reclining in a (hade, 
By overfpreading poplars made, 

Difpos'd, 
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Difpos'dy at largei to niminatey 
Oar voluntary Hermit fate. 

And iafe he thought from lift'niag ear* 

Thas prais'd his calm, contented iphere< 


Hail a feqaeftcr'cl ftate— aK hail 

■ 

On wood-crown*d hill, or flowVy nJe ; 
Where mind and body bodi advance 
Their faculties^ by temperance; 
Where fmiling Health aroond as (ails» 
Enbofom'd in refreihing gales ; 
Where Faction with difcordant voices 
No more can interrupt my joyt ; 
Where Envy with her pois'nons' tOBg«s» 
^o more can taint my fane wkh wrong; 
Where fmiling, fair*fac'd, heartleia friend^ 

No more will haant for feffifli ends ; 
Where Treach'ry, darkeft fiend of HeU» 
Will never feek my humUe ^; 


Thrice 
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Thrice happy thoU ieqoeier'd ftaftf ; 
Who but the frtotie would be fftSit f 

How mean to be Ambition's flavei 
Ambitioiiy Virtue's certain grave ; 
How many years of toilfome life, 
JmbicterM by continaal ftrife. 
Tho* with unbounded honours grac'd^ 
Have I, unthinking, run to wafte? 

Ob welcome then the calmer reign 
Of fage reflexion ; with her train 
Of rational, and mild delights i 
With healthful days, and peaceful nights ; 

Which, folitade« thy charms declare. 
Untainted by corroding care* 

Let vain idolaters of Fame 
Fay homage to a (btmding name t 

Let them enjoy th^ fmile^ of things. 
With titles, dars, and itIkeD ftrltigs ; 


Let 


Let SoMiert tr^ad the martial fieU^ 
And teach their vanqaifh'd foes to yield i 
Let them pofleft the favage jpjr. 
Like raging tempefity to defboy ; 

Let Merchants toil from coaft to coaft. 
In fearch of what they worfliip moft ; 
And brave all perils of the main* 
In iearch of thee — ^moft powerful Gain ! 

Let Lawyers wrangle — Statefmen fcheme. 
The fabric of a golden dream ; 
My part in buflling fcenes is o'er. 
And Fortune can affliA no more. 

Thrice happyi then, fequefter'd fiate. 
Who but the frantic would be great ? 

• 

Here as he ended— j^'om a cload» 
Which iervM hint for a filver ihroud» 
A light«encircled Anqbl came. 
Who haird the He rmi t by his nan^e ; 


Then 
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Tben (aid ; Tve heard thy foil pMence 
To iblitade, and abftraft fenfe ; 
Which ihows no more in Reaibn*s ey^ 
Than anfubflandal £>phiftiy» 
If man is .foimM of ibcial kindi; 
The duties of his^ ftadon bind 
To play an aftive part in life, 

Howe'er pcrplexM with cares and ftrife;^ 

Withdrawing t6 inglorioas reft. 

Is indolence, or fear, at beft ; 

A profitlefs, and mean eicape. 

Unworthy of the hnman fhape. 

*TiB own'd that crowns are painful things^ 
That care i|iay hanntthe beft of Kings $ 
Yet malung ^uuly millions bleft, 
Mnft calm the mind, and give it reft; 
Can any feel fiich joy of heart. 

As they who aft a Patriot part? 

fhere 


There liei ^ werik of being paitf 
And true pre-eminence af Itatf • 

In (blitode yofl ftem to iay» 

That Virtue rules with fettled iWay ; 
Bat fcnov^ that pdBons in reftraint, 
Amidft temptations, form the y2»V/« 

A y^/, if unfupplied with wine. 

Mad drunkennefs perforce Irefign ; 
A thief 9 by locks and bars (hat oat. 
May boaft of honeily, no doubt ; 
Yet characters h'ke theie, I trufl, 

I 

Are neither ibber deem'd, nor juft. 

Suppose your worth, and what more hard^ 

Had fail'd to meet a jull: reward j ' 
That errors of capricious powV, 
Darkened yonr weH^voted hour ; 
Suppofe thro* hate, or want of 4fei>(e, 
Some fchemes wet^ crofs'd, on f«lfe f^efea^i 

Should 
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Should Reafbn give refentment fcope» 
Crating thffice a mifimthrpfe f 
Of ev'ry Vice which man has tried, 
None's woile -than evei'bearing Pride* 

Accuftom'd to diie^t her helm. 
Why ihodd yoa leave your native realm ? 
In danger to1>e tempeft-toft. 
Perhaps, her pilot wanting, 1oft« 

With love of rural eaie in(pir*d. 

If like the Roman you retired; 
Prepared with piitriot I^ove to fbind. 
The bulwark of your native land ; 
So far, with Reafon on your fide. 
Retirement ai^t be juftified ; 
Yet thofe whofe it^Ients moft excel. 

Should ftudy moft this public iweal s 
No meaner wnetch can NaUine jown. 
Than he nrho iivef fi>r jsclf alone. 
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FABLE XXU 

Thi proud ASSw 

A P E It 1*, and felf-faffident Ass, 
Not half fo wife as Balaau*s was t 
Who pais*d a roand of daily cai«, 

in hawldng goods from /air to /air ; 
Throogb envy was fb void of fenfe. 
He icorn*d a decent competence ; 
For facb, tKo' ix>rn an abjed Have, 
Hb more than tender matter gave. 

I 

One day a pampeifd ileed paf&'d on; 
DedL*d out in rich caparifen ; 
A mettled creature^ full of fire,' 
And ihap*d like his Arabian iire: 
At whom our Ass, with mournful figh/ 
Strut caft a tear-encircled eye ; 


Then 
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Then turning to his ovvoer laidg 
How dearly do I earn ray bread/ 
Not that I bear too great a load. 
Nor often feel your painfal goad; 
Bat then, unkindly, you neg1e^» 
To gain me, as you might, re/peff^ 

Pray, what's yon prancer more than me# 
To merit fo much finery ? 
"Where'er he comes, the Hosier (hows 
Attention to his gaudy cloaths.} 
The freiheft hay fupplies his rack, 

A curry-comb runs o*er his back ; 

And beft of wheaten Uraw is (pread^ 

Beneath his hocfi to form a bed^ 

While I, with paltry pannier clad, 

(The very thought would make one mad) 

Tho' doom'd to labour Hill more hard. 

Can never meet with juft regard. 

I If 
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Jf beauty be his fbrenoft dtinr, 
I jaftly may produce the iame ; 
Allowing for thefe cerUun wordsy 
That, *' feathers fine, make fineft birds/' 

Then, loafter, if you'd hare me live» 
A iaddle-doth with trimmings give ; 
Upon this head fuch bridle place. 
As may adorn thb comely face ; 
A net were weU« to ilrike the light. 
No matter, whether green, or white ; 
Befides, 'twould guard my fender thighs 
In fummer from perplexing ffa'es i 

with ribbands plait my tail and mane ; 
So let me juft .importance gain ; 
Or foon expeS, that fetded grief 
Will weigh me down beyond relief: 
For fare no other means can fave 

Your faithful creature frpm the grave. 


The 


Tke PB0LAE, ibolUIi as Ui hetA^ 
Complied with all the fond itqueft j 
And deck'd the A$s with fimple caTei 
Then led him to a crouded, fair. 
Where gazing hundreds ftopM his way^ 
And kept the raree-ihow at bay. 

Our long-earM Beav, aflaming flate^ 
Woold mimic too the managed gait ; 
While many a rude, and painful thump. 
Saluted him from head to rump ; 
Much laughter and a world of jokes 

Accompanied the merry ftrokes $ 
Some curies too from either fide^ 
Were vented on his foolilh pride ^ 
Till terrified, he bray'd aloud 
Subbuffion to the fhouting crowd ; 
And promis'd thenceforth to appear 
In trappings fuited to his fphere: 
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A muiiB, knt til kosM kind, 
WodM worthj hdr obferrun find ; 
For pride betrays taA fomid fiwl 
To all dtc flingi of lUicDle* 
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FABLE XXII. 
Thb lawyer and fox. 

T T happened once, a fon of law* 
'^ Who kept three market towns in awe ; 
Who in his moft important look. 
All Littleton conv^d and Cooks i 
(Tho* neither had he ever read. 
To fornifh out a tricking head ; 
For. Nature gave fuffident art 
To play the petti-fbggmg part;) 
One Golden Rule who praftis'd long; 
^ To do no right— nor fuffer wrong*'«-» 
RefelvM to war againft the Fox, 
Who nightly ftole his feather'd flocks. 

Shall Retkard, cried old Nifi Prm 

Not plunder onl/, bat defy at } 
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Shall fuch a thief my poultry fleece. 
My Ducks, my Turkies, Hens and Geefe ? 
Nay more, laft night, his maw to cram. 
He robb*d me of a fatted Lamb i 
Vm now refolv'd to fet a trap. 
And fhould I cgtch the tUpf^ €hap» 
With oaken towel firft Tii bmg him. 
And then, upon a gibbet hang hinu 

The Fox, (fo matters camie to pais) 
Who with flrift zeal kept MiCHAsLiiAt, 
By eating GoosB^npoa its Eve 
Went flyly knghing in his fleeve. 
To pick up one — oh hardened finnei^— — • 
For his, and fponfe^s annual dinner* 

The morning dock with drowfy tone, 
yppa its bell had juft ftruck one s 
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In dreamlefs balmy lumbers hleft, ^ 

£v*n village cars were lall'd to reft ^ 
No longer flowed the morm^riqg nU> 
Which fervid to work a neighb^riag mill ; 
Love, wakefal God, no vigil kept. 
And Hodge, forgetting Mopsy, flept ; 
Silence and darknefs moft profound 
EnwrappM the fearlefs village round ; ' 
When Rbtnaud reachM the Lawybr^s yard. 
And ran dire£b (O Fortune hard I) 
Where lay the trap ; there found, too late, 
The iron gra^ of cruel ftte ; 
He ftruggled vainly to get loofe. 
And curs'd his fooliih Love of Goose. 

The mom at length, in iaffiron robe. 
Came gayly (miting o'er the globe ; . 
Attended by the jocund hours. 

And all her vivifying powVs ; 

1 4 Wheft 
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When from his roofl: defcending low. 
Sir Chanticleer prepar'd to crow. 

The captive (aw ; when in difinay 
He fcream*d> and wingM his fearfbr way- 
Dame Partli^tt heard the dire alarms 
Sure fignal of approaching barm ; 

Obey'd the well known, faithful found. 
And like its echo flutterM round : 
Ducks, Geefe and Turkies join'd the cry. 
With fuch prevailing energy. 
That from his bed the Lawyer rofe. 
With hafte, which difi-egarded cloaths ; 
And ran directly to the place, 
Where culprit lay, in doleful cafe ; 
Whom when he faw with raptured cyes^ 
Tve caught thee then at laft I he cries ; 
And will myfelf, both judge and jury, 

ft 

Let loofe upon thee all my fury. 


Thott 
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Thou murdVous rogae, infernal chief. 
Of all confonamate villains chief ; 
For nothing that I know of good, 
Bot bafely fhedding helplefs bipod ; 
A lingering fate ihall flop thy breath, « 
And give thee, inch by inch, to death. 

• • • • 

Poor Reynard heard the dreadful doom. 
And wiihM the Lawyer in his room ; 

< 

He trembled, yet refolv*d to die 
With moft heroic dignity ; 
And now, beyond the veige of Hope, 
He gave his tongue its atmoft fcope. 

Shall I, he cried, fudain abufe. 
Nor let, tho' bound, refentment loofe ? 

« 

Be filent while a monflei talks, 

« 

Becaufe upon two legs he walks ? 


And 


And boafts of fomething, Rcafim namMy 
Whkk all his affions have diiUaiiiiM : 
A monfler, fhameful to his kind^ 
To ev*ry honeft feeling blind ; 
With tongue of goile, ^th heart of flint. 
And foal of villainy the mut. 

What yoo. Sir Lawyer, thieving call. 
In Foxes is no crime at all ; 
Impelled by Natore, we pnrfiie 
Our de&in*d game with honeft view ; 
To fatisfy— and what moie right ? 

The urgent calls of appetite ; 
Nor feek with avaricious ikill. 

For fake of fordid gain to kill : 

Befides, no Fox e'er robs his brother. 

But mankind plunder one another; 

And fttch as yon are doubly cur^ 

Of all the human robbers worft ; 


Who 
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Who find in ev'ry cafe a Bbw^ 

And Justice p«t to B^t, by Law« 

IF then of right yon make a plea. 
For partial fentence pafs'd on me; 
Refign at once yonr ill got pel^ 
And much more joAly bang yoiiricU* 
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P A B L E XXUr. 
The CONQJJEROR akd CAPTIVE. 

f 

SUCCESS intoxicates the brain. 
And fomedmes makes the wifefl vain. 
Wbo that examines nge, or yootfa. 
Can controvert fb plain a truth ? 
That feei falfe Fame, or iblid pdf. 
So much increafe important felf. 
That Lilliputian worth can riie. 
A mighty BaoBDiCNAG in fize ; 
Thence mild benevolence is loft, ^ 
And tyrant pride aflumes its poft. 

It happened once — ^fqppoie the time. 
The regal titles, and the clime. 
There r^n'd a Prince of mighty powV, 

Who harmg machi flill wanted more i 

Who, 
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Who, FftnduDaii Uke, with cnvioai eye. 
Beheld the i^ahns of Ubeity ; 

And ftill for war would frame pretence 
Of glofy (bun'd, or felf defence^ 

Behold him to the field burft forth ! 
An emblem of the boift'rous North» 

When with its mpft tempeftuoos galea 
It defolates hills» woods and dales. 

His oft try^d martial prowefi (pread 
Through neighboring ftates a gen*ral dread; 
An ape of mighty Cjesar's namey 
He went, he faw, and overcame 
O'er bnlwark'd towns he made his way, 
Whilie ravifh*d conqoeft own'd his fway ; 

One kingdom gain'd, the next he viewU 
With eyes ambitious ; and purfu'd 

Foa< 


]|?0RTVNBf Ait faia capridow Am^ 
Who eager ieem*d ta urge his ftine i 
(Like other kdies, then moll pltaa'cl. 
When moft follidted m4 teas'd^;) 
With partial grace ilill deign'd to blefs 
His boldeft adions with fuccefi ; 
Whoie only bafine/s was to fight. 

Whatever the caufe, or wrong, or right $ 
Till glutted he at length declined 
T* indulge the fever of his mind ^ 
Yet fond of pomp, and madly vais. 
He brought in his triumphant train 
Six captive Kings ! fad fpoil of warf 
To draw like beafts, his fplendid car : 
The day was fixM, .when fuch a fight 
He thought would give the throng delight ; 
By various means mod fubje^ts (Irovtf 
To (how their loyalty, and love r 

Archm 
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Anbit were mfi, and trophies phcMj 
In ev*ry l^t wKidi might be gracM i 
The VicToit, almoft deified. 
By popular applaafe, and pride, 
Conld fcarce vouchiale to call his eye 
On any thing beneath the iky ; 
And iilently appeared to fty» 
AH Nature muft admit b^ fway. 

At length a downward look he j^e. 
And chanced to view one Rotal Slate; 
Who turning ey*dt with thought profound. 
The chariot wheel that drded round ; 
The placid finile which o*er his face 
Had fhed a mild peculiar grace ; 

The eafy air and juft dildain. 

With which he wore his golden chain, 

Alarm'd the Victor ; who demanded, 
Vhat his attention b commmded^ 


My 
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My miod, the Captive cties, it bent 

To calm misfonuDCs, with content ; ~^ ^ 

As in that circling wheel I fee» . 

Of life the brief epitome : 

The part whidi now it higheft, muft 

One iingle tarn replace in duft ; 

So thoD, tho' prelent lanrels bloom, 
May» ere thy bones ihall reach the tomb^ 
By fome inverted Ilroke of fate. 
Have caafe to mourn thy fallen date ; 
Without a friend to (both thy care ; 
None follow Tjranfs in deipair ; 
While vulture Confcience (lings thy mind. 
For endlefs wrongs to human kind. 

The greateft Prince Qiould learn this truth,. 
That fure as age fucceeds to youth; 
So Time devouring fwallows all ; 

Empires themfelves, but rife, to fall. 

How- 
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However glorious^ and veoown'd* 
Since life b bat a varying rounds 

Swift as an arroi^ to the kear^' 
ConviOion fent lier pomted dart; 
Pride wifiiM indeed to flop its courfe» 
Bat yielded to refiiUeis Jbrce ; 
Andfiid, tliat Ihe woold taint no more' 
The boibm of the Conqaeror ; 
Who, from the Car defbending, gave 
His hand to ev^ry Royal Slavb ; 
Unloosed their fhackles, and declared 
His pow'r ihoald henceforth ht their gaard^ 
Should ftand a barriier to the weak. 
And all oppreflion's fetters break. 
The Captives ftruck, due homajge pttdt 
And for thdr kind deliverer prayM i 
More careful now of native blood. 

The nnfhaken friend of peaice, he flood ; 

K Dif. 
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Difttnded Con^oeftf widi her tiah; 
For Tirtnes of a Patriot rergn i 
And long the royal pkaAre pro?\i» 
Of fceing much lAjm'Jf than b^d^ 
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F A B L 6 XJOV. 


Thb MAtJPTE AND LARK. 

AM A G P Y E, who widn confhint rattle. 
Could fiift as any goffip prattle ; . 
A forward, pert, conceited d^ 
Enraptured with del^htful fblf ; 
Beheld a Lark who fiiOg hard by, . 
With much contempt and icomfol eye. 

The fdngfter heard with patient ears, 
A multitude of daily fneers ; ' 

And bore them all, however abfard. 
Nor anfwer*d once the oozeomb bifd ; 
But like a wife domeftic dfd 
Whatever his tender mafter bid ; 
No bufinefi minded^ but his own. 

And fittdied grateful fongs alone. 

K 2 No 
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No Spartan in the pilPrinj; art , 

Cotdd play witb BKire focoe^ bis part. 
Than did the Magptb : when fet free 

To bear young mafter company ; 
Whatever his bill, and fttength coidd tak^ 
He bore away for mlfchiers fake i 
For things thus lofl, if fervants fboghl^ 
Twas happineis fapreme he thought : 

His ffiiArefi, too, he told of all 

Which in the kitchen coald be&II ; 

What fweethearts were admitted there^ 

« 

How long they fiaid, and what their fare ; 
Nor ooald the maidens ande&rie4» 
A fecret dUh of tea provide ; 
Nay» rather, latder lilee, than fidl. 
He'd ibon invent a carious tale^ 

Oxfe morning, ^ he thought at reft, 
(The greatefl knaves are fools at beft;) 

la 
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Intnamph, to the La&k lie cries^ 
What h(H you .warbler of the fides. 
If aay fpirit fiPd ydur hearty 
How could yoQ ad this hum-drum part j 
Thus idly pais an tiieleis age. 
Within the lioiits of your cage. 
And only firain with empty note^ 
Your moft unprofitable throat? 

While Vm fb a6tive in die hovLCe, 
I icaroely mifi a Sirring moide ; 
I fee» I hear, and firaight unfold. 
Whatever may make our miftrefi ftold ; 

Who kwes, yoa know, or right or wrong. 
To exerdfe her aa^UJi tongue $ 
And when IVe made a hideous pother. 
Flings me ibme nice tit bit, or other— "*«• 
Befides, it is my conftant plan. 
To Seal, and hide whatever I can ^ 

£ S Then 


theti fhrewdly tdl tbe ftrvant*^ name^ 
I wifli to brand with lois ^d ihame: 

r 

Thus, little fliort^ as I can fee* 
Of human wit and poUcjr ; 
My happy talents are difplayM, 
Of nothings but oar Cat, afraid ; 
While yon fo little notice dalm. 

Scarce once a week I hear yow name i 
And like th^ wild o^es of your hreed> 
Have no regale, but ibd, or feed. 

A fervaot maid, at morning's break. 
By Love, or Confcience kept awake ; 
Heard Magcy's tale ; when, fir'd with rag^ 
She flew dire^ly to bis cagei 
Then feiz'd hin, and with many a thump, 
Convey'd him underneath the pomp i 
Where dous'd and drench^ almoft to death i 

While yet he drew fome doubtful htwh, 

Tattler^ 


n 
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Ttfttler, LAftDSLi.A tfy% taiat tluQt i 
l%en direw him to the hcmgiy Cat. 

■ > 

The Lajlk, v4io lieafd but did toot fie# 
This boaftePs'ftd cataftroplie» 
Refleded thus ; defigning Knaves, 
To ibrdidy ielfifh paffioas Haves; 
Aflifted by diihoDeft gaile» 
*Tis true, may (hine in life awhite ; 

Bat where, at length, is all their iraiB. .^ V^' , 


Enjoying fweets to parchafe pain ? n^< 
To boaii;^ I £nd, with vicions pride. 
Of uieful talents mi&pplied ; 

r 

A knavifii heart, and tattling tongue^ 

From whence arifes focial wrong. 
Will haply bring, or (bon, or late, 

Repentance, with untimely fate. 

On no ambitious purpofe bent. 

With ^competence, and eafe content^ 

K 4 I^vy 


f »56 3 
I envy not Ae brighteft partt. 
Devoted to pemkioiis am; 
I^t ueptqpy, the icnigfier fiid. 
An honeft Hearty aiid peacefvl f 
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Fable xxv; 

Th£ fine lady AMD THE SUN. 

¥T7RETCHES there ate, and many loo, 

Whofe wiflies onl/^^porTiie; 
Let partial Fortune deign to goat, 
Wliate'er their whims, or paffiona ivants 
They value not^ Should mankind aO 
To fure and fwift perdidon ftIL 


A female, more than Hblsit 6ir, 
Whofe beauty was her fav'rite caie; 
Ailkulted by meridian heat. 
Sought out, in vain, a cool retreat; 
The glowing air now grown intenli^ 
Thro* each apartment gave <^Geaot$ 
Whidi caused her. fo relates our tale, 
Againft the S01? himfelf to imL 

I wonder^ 


C 138 3 

I wonder, &y$ the dainty dame^ 
That fach a vile obnoxious flame» 
So rode to fafhionable eyes. 
Should "tv'ry day afcend the ikies ; 
Or quitting of a diftant ^here» 
Be fuffer'd to approach &> near. 

Spotlefs, as new defcended faow. 
In Winter's happy time, I ihow} 
But when the Summer's heat takes places 
Six horrid freckles flume my face; 

Nor dare I paint oh dire vexation I 

For fear of dreadful fer/piration. 

I wiih, kind heav'n, eternal night 
Adom'd with milder candle4ight. 
Would rule the world, with kindly fwgy. 
And banifli tell-tale, ufclefs day» 

Who hears from love b fwttt a found, 
As when with friendly darknefs crown'd? 

No 
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No needlefs blaihes then diCgractp 
With aukward (hame* a lady's face; 
How often does this Sun adrance» 

To fpoil a game pf ca^dq* or dance? 
What jewels can fo brightly blaze, 
Outlujd'red by his rival rays ? 
What charms fo faaldeis can appear. 
When his revealing light is near ? 
Which never fufiers friendly art 
To play, with kind difguife, its part ; 
'Tis hence that nymphs upon the green 
Are to the mofl advantage ieeo, 
And rural beauties oft outvie 
A W-ldgr-ve— — or a C-v-nt-y. 

Oh that a kind edipfe would take 
His pow'r .away, for Beanty^s fake ; 
And with a mild nodurnal robe, 
Cloath for my life, at leaft, the Globe i 


0» 


Or if, ye God«, be HIU moft rile, 
Cbnfine Urn, to medumic eyes ( 
Wliat foul of fpirit caa ©idore. 
To ihare him with the vulgar poorf 

The lift*iung Sun, who heard from high, 
Wiog'd on a beam this jaft reply, 

Know, brainleA creature, void of fede. 
Thy ruling cannot give offence ; 
The courie of Nature's perfed frame^ 
Is proof— -^agunft thy feeble blame; 
Yet to chaftife thy empty prate. 
And end this frothy, pert debate. 
Hear then, and own thy vacant heart 
Prompts thee to play an ideot part. 

Think'ft thoa variety is Ihownf 

Topleafe, or profit thee alone ? 

Think'ft thou the feafons go and come^ 

Like ladies from or to a Jrumf 

That 
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That Earth and Water, Skf and AirJ 
Are only fermM to make diee fiur? 

Tiioa fiiy^fl due I am BtuOf* £o^ 
Whence oomes die Rofefa heahUnl 2^? 
Who paints to thy dtUg^ued view^ 
The Lilly white^ the Violbt blue? 
Who gives the fragiaat Pure perfiunc^ 
Who bids the gaody Tui.i» tilooai t 
Whofe powV the tillage cait^om^ 

With golden crops of ivavy oom? 
Who animata each nird ibenc^ 
And mantles o'er the fidds with green I 
Whatever grows, or walks, or ffieii, 
Widiout my kind alGilanoe dics^ 
Bv*n thoo, vain child ofcamPMMi,dayt 
Without my vivifying ray, 
Difiob'd of aU thy trinkets, moft 
"Return with fytci to parent dof i^ 


•-^% 


Ther^ 
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There, by thy modifh friends forgot. 
Soon as the pooreft QsLvt to rot. 

Thou little doft^ who£> miith firerve 
From comnoB fenfe, advice defisve; 
Yet hear, unworthy as thoa art, 
WhDe I aflume the fHendly part. 
And conniel give, offaeb a kind. 
As may corrcft dty fickle mind ; 
May fet thy fettered reafon loofe^ 
And free thy mind from (Uf-abafe. 

Inftead of lovers at thy toilet. 
Who only beauty praife to fpoil it ; 
Who flutter round like tainting flies. 
To make thy rifled fiveets their priz6; 
Give up to (bme deferving mate. 
Thy Angle, fruidefi dangVons ftate ; 
Become in time a virtuous wife. 

And learn to tafte a prudent life : 

^ For 
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For dme inverttd in Its fiighty ' 
For flothiiil day, andvicioas night j 
For rambling vifits, cards and dice. 
For pleafures bought at Virtub's pricei 
Let ibme domeftic uieful care 
Thy well applied attention (hare ; 
Yet, think not that I mean to fiiy, 
Thoa can'ft not be with prudence gay ; 
For pleafiires moft fincere we find. 
Where pmdence is with virtae joia*d« 

Behold thy liiping infanu riife, 

m 

To fill with joy maternal eyes ; 
On fttch the tmeft blift depends. 
In them feehulband, parents, friends; 
Behold like tender plants they fiioot, 
Cherifh their bloflbms into fruit; 
To rip'ning morals pay regard, 
Reprefs the bad, the good reward ; 


Join 
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Ion ia didr Iportf, and always try 
To pw€ a tafle of indafiiy ; 
Let caliB coneffioQ, wanted, piove 
That jofisoe guides parental lo?9 s 
AaAnAa ff:m Ay heart fome pain, 
llUDi hold die icios of powV in vain. 


i*d m hit lawe, and fbrm'd to blefi^* 
duoe ih/ hulband's happine/i i 
If asf ndfe flkoold ariie, 
(ForionBa nuf gloom the bnghteli ikies) 
Sadfe him wiili gentle looks to peace* 
Aad bid amdf paffions ceafer 
IA innuusg cnptjTt lavifli pride. 
Be cvVf dsqr in dMs a bride» 


pvfaU thy fight muft bd 
lie piopcr ferfaoe fend of me; 
Aad aij^ fiill oidy then feem beft^ 
When wcasy Natno csiDs for reft; 


FABLE 
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FABLE XXVI. 

Thb LION/BEAR akd ape. 

TT happenM, 33 in human kind* 
^ A Lion, to hk errors blind* 
(No more than battle to the ftrong^ 
Does wifdom to the great belong) 
Admired an Apb, a flattVing fpriite, 
"Who pnus'd his aAions, wrong or right i 
Who when it thnndct'd, kindly fwore, 
n^was nothing to his Monardi's roar; 
When lightning flalh'd along the iky, 
Twas nothing to his perdng eye i 
And vow'd that his majeftic lace. 
Put human nature to di^race ; 
For which the fycophant* in flior^ 
Was Laujreat made, and went to Court } 

L While 


While haughty diflance curbed a Bear, 
Who lov*d his PuiNCB witk honeil care; 
Becaufe the andiflembling creatore. 
As rdagh in temper, as in feature^ 
By loyalty, and prudence taagfat. 
Still plainly uttered what he thought ; 
Some whohfQxnc truths would oft advance^ 
Ne'er found in Gallic complai(ance. 
And often, like a Patriot, would 
Remind his King of pitblic G00d» 

Attended by this contraft pair. 
The Lion went to take the air; 
When, as along a wood they fbay^d. 
Sir Ape frelh proteftations aiade ; 
Declared his head, his h^t^ and all. 

Were ready at the Monarches call ; 

A. 

Come Danger from each jpoiut, he cries. 
That the winds UoW| ^hio" wintry Udea ; 


Let 
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Let Fate, with all its terrors crown'dy 
Spread all her ftrongeft toils aromid ; 
Fearlefs 'twould be my greaieft pride. 
To (hed my blood io crimfon tijde ; 
And bravely fall, no more to rife. 
Before my Royal M4fler's eyes. 
Bat wherefore this, iince conquers tell. 
How much he is invincible? 

The whifldng of whofe dreadful tail. 
Can ftouteft hearts with fear aflail ; 
Whofe mortal fangs and tufks defy 
All nature turn'd his enemy ; 
Let ev'ry beaf(, than, chorus join. 
To hail a Monarch fo divine. 

The Bear heard all, yet nothing faid, 
Btttjog'd along, and ihook his head. 

At length appeared, from neighb'ring plaiOf 

Of hunters a terrific train ! 

L 2 The 
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The flarded betSs, who finr too btcr. 
The sear approadi of frowning &te» 
No time had left to (hape their couifir; 
Before affiul*d with hoftile force. 

At the firft glunpfe our valiant Ars 
Up a huge tree made fwift efcapei 
And leftt ^ hi« feciireft way. 
His Prince, he diooght an eafy prey; 

Cowards, t&emfel?es, wBo cannot By, 
Wis rather fight, than tamely diei 
No wonder then heroic hearts. 
In fueh a cafe, ihoold play their parts; 

J , * * 

BauiN, with &tal giafp, difplayU 
Much merit in the fighting trade i 
Prefi'd otit by force th* onwOling Breathy 
Embracing many foes to death. 

Ibpiegnable the LroN flood, 
T31 coverM with his honters* blood i 


Who 
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Who bopelefi, on th* approach of i4 
Gave op a ^ong and doubtful fight; 
Taught by the royal beaft to yield. 
And leave him mafier of the field* 

Soon as the Apb beheld from high» 
A vanquiihM, harmlefi enemy. 
He reach'd the ground with ainUe pace. 
Ten thoofand bows, and &wning fiice; 
Gave Lao joy of warlike fame. 
Of iafety, and a deathlefi name ; 
Then wanting words to fuit his praifi*. 
Concluded widi thiee loud hnzasas. 

Lip-love could now deceive no more; 
His monardi widi tremendous roar. 
Full in the Beae^s deUghied view, . 

The fycophantic Coward flew ; 

Then crfed. Henceforth no fawning "flave. 

No fair«fac'd» flatt^ringi heartlels knave, 

L3 Shall 
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Shall ever royal favour (hare< 
Henceforth 'tis tbinei*— my trofty Bear. 

The prince, or fubjed who depends 
On flattVing, or profefling friends. 
When Danger with tempelluous gales. 
In mod tremendous form aflails. 
Will find the fun-(hine minions fly 
The clouds of dark advcrfity. 


FABLE 


FABLE XXVII. 

The cock and PEACOCK. 

A Peacock which, as oft you've heard. 
In daffic times was Juno*8 bird. 
Of rich and gandy plumage proud, 
A^um'd precedence o'er the croud; 
And, coxcomb like, not knowing whether 
True merit lay in heart, or feather; 

He exercised his • taunting wit, 

» 

On whom, and when he thought moft fit* 

ft 

One luckleis day, his fpirits high. 
As Chanticleer was paffing by ; 
^ An honeft bird who never tried. 
To fawn and flatter empty pride; 
With infolence of word and look. 
His haughty, reftlefi mind he broke* 

L 4 Why 
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Why how now» Gingbb, what's the matter. 
That you prefamM to make fiieh clatter ? 
Yoo ftrut, and crpwr, and dap yoar wings, 
'Till all our mafier*s court-yard rings; 
Such rude behaviour, fuch a nQife, 
The pleafure of my life deftroys, 

I feldom rax/e my tuneful note. 
To ihame thy moft difoordant throat, 
£Ue all the birds would foon agree, 
To fing4ny pratfe, and baniib thee. 

Bciides, you (hamefuUy negleA 
To pay my worihip due refpedl— — - 
Be prudent then, nor more provoke 
That rage, which yet has turn'd to joke 
Thy crimes ; or know, thou wilt expofe 
Thy fafety to a world of foes. 
Tho' I alone, beyond di/Iembling, 
Can fet thy paltry he^rt a tremblii)g. 

He 


■« 


He faid ; and tiiniiog with diflftUt 
jDifplay'd his rich embroider'd tnin; 
Which ihQne an emblem of the ikies» 
Adorn*d wijth Aroits' hundred eyes. 

The Cock, like every bird of fenii:. 
Still flow to give, or take offence; 
For fome time heard with patience oool» 
This gaudy, (hallow-pated fool: 
The cenfure on his voice and air^ 
He rightly jadg'd beneath his care ; • 
But touched upon the mailer firing 
Of Courage'— —Paffion flratght took wing ; 
His feathers rofe, and o'er his head 
The crimfon tinge of rage was fpread* 

Shall my fair name receive a hloTj 
He cries, from fnch an empty fot I 
Shall I, who in the mortal pit. 
My blood have fhed, to thee fubmit ? 

Whatever 
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Whatever their Ibow, I Uke sot birds. 
Made merely up of looks and words : 
Prepare, and iland npoB thy gnavd, 
I feldom ftrike, bat always hard. 

He flew with fach a willing mind. 
At once he fmote the Peacock blind ; 
Who fell to earth, and proflrate lay, 
Of pain^ and (hame, the haplefs prey ; 
Which feen, the genVous viSior cried. 
Unhappy wretch, I'm fatisfied ; 
Thy tyts hare paid the forfeit dae ; 
Henceforth dwell peace 'twixt roe and you ; 
To conquer gratifies the brave, 
Whofe fecond pleafure is to fave ; 
For this Til prove i tender friend. 
And footh the lofs I cannot mend : 
But let thy fate henceforth advife 
The race of Foplikcs to be wife; 
AH, who Uke thee, in (how delight, 
Moll juftly merit lofs of fight. 
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FABLE XXVIIL 
Thb wasps and bees, 

A Bee, the leader of its hlye. 
As great as any Bee alive; 
Of enterprizing di(poiitioD» 
A warrior, and a politician; > 

As once he took his humming flighty 
Upon a cowdip chanc'd to light ; 
And while from golden cap he drew 
Luxurious draughts x)f honey dew, 
A jealous Wasp, ^ith words like tlftie, 
Abus'd in him the race of Bbb^. 

Why, how now, thoa maroding elf. 

Thou doll not i«iTeIy know tbyfelf; 
Elfe couldft thou not pretend ,to range. 
From clime to clime in fearch of change; 


And 


And plander all the fields aloog. 
Where'er thou €Oin'fl» or right or wraog ; 
But Bees, indeed, both great and fmall. 

Are little lefs than robbers all i 
A poor, dependent fet of knayei. 
To nndeferving mankind flaves; 
Who think their citadel of (traw 
Should keep the insect world in awe. 

Hence let me warn thee from this fpot» 
Which Nature has ordain'd my lot; 
Or eUe^ tho* thoQ&nds Ihould proteft. 
Some dreadful pnoifliment cxjpe^ ; 
Annihilatio9i without trace 
Of you, or any of your race 

The Bee with fullen wonder heard. 
And, fearlefi, weigh'd each fingle word ; 
Thrice he in vain eflay'd to ipeak, 
Thrice could not teeming filence break ; 


}uft 


H 
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JttS pride the powV of fpeech rtbmM 9 
For tho* he felt, he fliU difdaia'd 

To enter fingly in the lift 

With fuch a Tik antagOBift 9 

So fpfetd his pinionsy and retreated. 

In hafte^ as if he*d been defeated. 

Great thougfatSi at once, the Wabp vafpiie^ 
To fee his hated foe retire; 
His neft he.feoght with eager hafi^ 
And being in the center plac'd, 
Dedar'd with how much ipirit he 
Had guarded public property. 

When he had told the fanguhe talc. 
Which pride imagined could not fail 
High in the rolls of deathlefs famb. 

To blazon his immortal name ; 
Debates, which made no little clatter, 
Arofe about th' important matter* 


Some 
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Some praised, while feme expre&d iWkcj 
Worth cannot all pinions firike ; 
The young and forward wafps agreed. 
Some honours ihoald be ftrait decreed ; 
For lefs ^twas ehovght they could not render . 
To fach a fpirjied defender. 

One* glibber eoiiigli'd than all the reft* 
Thus plaufibly harangued the neft : 
I know not why, my valiant ^ends. 
Since juftice on ourfelves depends, 
Maroding bees unchecked ihonld roam, 
While fearful we remain at home: 
Do we not boaft as nimble wings. 
As mighty hearts, as deadly (tings ? ' 
Glory invites, with friendly call. 
Shall we not own the fummons all ? 
Forth let us fly, and ftrait engage 
Our mortal foes, with martial rage : 


If 
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If none of greater merit claim 
The foremoft pgA in paths of Fams, 
Boldly in front myfclf I'll pb^» 
And danger's firft approaches face; 
Live with immortal honour crown'd. 
Or bravely fall, a Wasp renowned,. 

My friends^ replies an aged Sk^ 
Fools only fpecions fliow admire; 
^ound policy, and folid fenfe. 

Will ponder flill^ the confequence; 
In ftates we find, as private life. 
There's little got by iU-timM ftrife. 

Perhaps^ I may appear too Aok, 
To cenfure mea&res ib hermc ; ^ 
But know, you'll find on cooleft thought, 
Ev'n HONEY may be dearly bought ; 
Kind Nature yields fufficient llore 
To feed us all ; what need we more ? 


We 
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We fwqr be luppy, if we pleaie. 
At peacefol Wasps, or peaceful Bees i 
Bet if we plosge oorfetves in war. 
We cannot tdl die end of care ; 
Let Inibcts wbaC they have enjoy; 
And aionSer Mak hb kind deftrojr^r 

This figeadrice, however righ^ 
Was treated with a general flight. 

Mean while the Bees a meflage ient# 
To know their maajpijh foes intent'; 
Whether ibbmiffion fiioald releale. 
From Arcaten'd war» and give them peatiti^ 
Or relblnte in^bold defiance. 
On Fortune they would fix reliance I 

Remonftrance to the ^ixoti train 
Of prid^fireUM infeds» proy'd in vain; 
They bade the Herald wing his flight. 
And figr their wiflies were to fight ; 


That 
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That blows, that wounds, that death alone, 
\Vith horrors and diflrefi unknown. 
In that, or any other age, 
Their kindled fury could aflwage. 

The 6b Es, determined to chaftift 
This haughty flight of compromize, 
A war began ; and Fortune fate 
Three fammer months, in doubtful ftate. 
On which to turn the fav'ring gale, 
Sufpending nicely Conqueft's fcale j 
While many ftinglcfs champions lay. 
To hungry ipiders eafy prey ; 
Till both fides wearied, thought it bell. 
For that campaign, at lead, to reft. 

Their fuPrings in the field were greati 
Yet home produced a iharpet face ; 
For now tfte flow'ry time was o'er, 
Defign'd to furnifli Winter's (lore; 

M ft 


In vain tbey foaght the roflet fields. 
The year declined no nurture yields f 
Tile Famine gave a gen'ral (hock. 
On finding Glory all their flock. 

Our warriors wounded to the heart, 
Breath*d out deipair on either part ; 
Forgot the trivial caufe of flrife. 
So hanging o'er th^ vfrg^ of life. 

Agreed to curie ambitious Pride 

Sad counfellort-*— *and ftarving dy'd. 
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FABLE XXIX. 
Th» poet ahd pen, 

TTT* ELL fang the Bard, that fome ** in/pitt 

Of l^aturi^ and their ftars^ viuU wrUi i" 
Proofs rife on proofs that ty'^ry age 
Mounts DuNCBS upon Learning's ilage ; 
Who write, and write, and write awav» 
For empty fame, or folid pay ; 
On Deaths, Births, Marriages compofe. 
Whole reams of flimfy— Verfc or Profe 
With felf-applaafe admire their wit. 

Whene'er the public tafte they hit- 
Such pinching want too oft endur< 
What then? Mabonides was poor- 

Hence comfort fpringa— for what was Hb, 
Each Blockhead cries, pray, more than Mi I 

M 2 -^ In 
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In Gruh'finet^ rais'd three ftories high. 
His garret pervioas to the fkyi 
One day a lucklefs Ton of rhime» 
To Tooth his grief, and kill his timei 
Thus rpoke the anguilh of his heart. 

Shall I nil] play the paflive part; 
' When Envy's utmoft wrath is hurri 
Againft me by a thanklefs world F 
When all my genius, all my p»n8. 
Amount to fuch penurious gains ; 
Inllead of the Falernian flafk;, 
I drain the dregs of fmall beer cafk ; 
And almoft a Chamelion grown, 
Fm taught to live on air alone 9 
The rats and mice may when they pleafc 
My cupboard haunt, nor hurt my cheefe ; 
My rufTet coat, which once was black, 

Hangs piecemeal o'er my fhivVing back ; 

\ ' And 
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And nightly on too (hort a bed. 
Like Codrus *, I recline my head ; 
All this to thee^— word plague of men, 
I owe, thoa mod accurfed Pen ! 

Oh that my fingers long ere now, 
Jndead of thee, had grafp^d the Plow f 
Or placM in a contented dall. 
Had learn'd to pufh the jocund awl ; 
Intriniic merit then like mine 
Had not as pearl been cail to Swine* 

His Pen, which heard, made this reply, 

Truth, Scribbler, may thy charge deny ; 
Convi£ied folly feeks excufe, 
The beft of things adipit abufe ; 
And often fo againft our wiHs, 
Appears the injured race of Quills. 

Of men and their caprice the (laves. 
We ferve the turn of Fools and Kna^ucs ; 

• Vid. JUVZNAL* 
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Fools always think that they command 
Our movements with a mafter's hand ; 
And Knavis affe^ing Virtue's caufef 
Aflail through us her wifeft laws. 

The Author who would merit fame, 
Whofe wifhes grafp a lafting name, 
DiilinguiihM in his works ihonld be 
By geniusi fenfe, and honefty } 
Without the laft, the former two 
Are glitt'riog ferpents fair to vie\^ ; 
Which flatter with a fpangled ikinv 
While deadlieft poiibn lurks within. 

Did \y or any other quill. 
Endeavour to miflead thy will ; 
Had I the power to turn aiide 
Thy confidence, and forward pride ? 

'Tis true, thou hail not wanted care 
To make thy labours popular ; 


And 
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And never mifs'd occafion fit. 
To (hew thy politicks and wit ; 
To praife, or cenfure^ ever prohe. 
Where profit marked a caufe thy own ; 
Thou hail not fail'd to join the cry. 
And bawl out— -I^Viw and Liberty ! 
,Yet rated as a babbling Hound, 
Contempt thy vain endeavours crownM ; 
You think, you write, you print in vain. 
And torture me with fruitlefi pain : 

'Tis not each wight who chinks a rliim'e, 

• 

That fhines the Churchill df his time; 

Tho* he but hufh, the hand of Death 

Shuts Cenfare's lips, and flops her breath* 

CouId*il thou with noble heart and ihiHd, 
Like Lyttelton, inform mankind ; 
From whom with cafe and vigtiu'r flow's, 
The elegance'oF v'erle and profe. 

M 4 Coald'ft 


Coald'ft thou on Fancy's rapid wing. 
In ibains like nervoos Mason fing ; 
Like him range Nature's ample field. 
And fuch enchantiog profpeAs yield* 

Could'ft thou with elegiac GraY| 
In flowly, fad fanereal lay. 
Such paffion-quelling truths impart. 
As charm at once, and mend the heart. 

Or coald'ft thou oA the comic (Uge, 
like fprightly Colman (hew the age. 
The ruflic, fop, and jealous fool. 
With juftice tum'd to ridicule ; 
Then Genius taking proper bent. 
Had made thy pen an ornament. 

Shall Dunces blot with Gothic rage, 
A Firgih or a Mibg/^i page i 


In 


J 
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In mad rrvenge^ for want of tafte^ 
Lay the fair field- of Scitna wafte ? 
Supprefs thy fel&fafficient fpirit. 
Allow that others may have Mmi ; 
Yoar genias fait, whatever it be^ 
You*Il never blame the Wtrldt nor Ma, 
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FABLE XXX. 

The milk WHITE M6USE. 

ARE there wbo own a ray of fenfe, 
^ Yet controvert a Provi*>ence ? 
Who fee the glorious Sun arife. 

To light onr Globe*' and gild the ikies ; 
Who view thoie coondefs gems which grace 
The boondleis, blue Ethereal ipace ; 
Who hear the Thunder's awful craih. 
Who (be the Lighf ning's fearful flafli ; 
The fleecy donds, the azure main* 
Th* aipiring hill^ and humble plain ; 
Who e'er have feen with curious eye. 
The wonders of Anatomy ; 
Or view in order mod corredl* 

Beyond what mortals could projedl. 

The 
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Tbe vegetable world advance^ 

Yet fay that All is bOrn of diance ? 

Why Sceptics labour to d](prov6» 
Almighty Pow'r, Almighty Love; 
And madly Ibut conviction out. 
To entertain the Phantom Doubt; 
Say, Walmsley*— for to thee is known. 
Religion plac'd on Reason^s throne ; 
And none with fitter head, or heat- 1» 
Her balmy precepts can impart; 
Remove the veil from darkened eyes. 
Bid Truth in aH her charms arife ; 
And pour refifUefs on the fight. 

To fllOW " WHATEVER 1$, IS RiGHT j'*- 

Unleis when ignorance or pride, 
From Wifdom's precepts turn afide. 
• Of New M»&M, rcriyhin. 
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Lo!— fbn&M on Nature's noblcft plan. 
How diicontent, how vain is man ? 
How groondlers in ill plac'd deiircs. 
As oppofite as frods and fires ; 
^ I^t Seaibns vary as they will. 
Some cares, fome faults perplex him ftill: 
The fcorching Sammer burns his gronnd. 
Next Rains defcend ; and then he*s drowned ;. 
His fitoation always fuch, 

Heav*n fends too little, or too mnch. 
Wisdom too oft attacks in vain, 
Snch impioas felf-created pain ; 

For Ignorance, a mere Buffoon, 
And Pride, a relative Poltroon, 
The blnihing Goddefs may out-^ce. 
With infolent and low grimace ; 
Yet where her graver axioms fail, 
DiigafsM in Alleco&ic tale; 

Oft 
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Ofc with fuccefs fhe plays her paft. 

And, tickling Failcy, deals the heart ; 

Then let the Mufe in mafquerade. 
Invoke the friendly, blue-efd Maid, 

Her ilrains attend, each proud ingrate. 
Nor murmur at unerring Fate; 
For tho' portentous clouds (hould lowV, 
And tempefts (hake thy preieat hour $ 
The dorm may pais, and on its wings 
Bear from thy bread ten thoufand flings ; 
And humble Hope, and pious Love, 

Draw down prote£lion from above ; 
Yet howfoe'cr thy Fortune fails, 
With fav'ring tides, and profpVous galet. 
With caution ftecr towards thy port. 
Nor 'midft furrounding dangers fport, 

A Movsr, 
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A Mou8B» whofe filky fur could {how 

Leis fair the pureft Jlpine ibow ; 
Had long a ^v'rite cupboard haunted. 

For fuftenance which Nature wanted ; 

Nor ever with voracious mind» 
At lack of various food repin'd ; 
But blefs'd with crufls of bread and cheeie» 
'Ev]oy*d content, and liv'd at eaie* 

One night— one mod important night ! 
Allur'd by Diam's filv*ry light; 
The little wand'rer venturM oat. 

And to a neighbour*8 took its route; 
Where foon— its former haunts foriaken- 
Drawn by the (cent of toafled bacon. 
With headlong fpeed — Oh dire mifhap ! 
It rufh'd into the baited trap ; 
The dainty feiz'd, and blefs'd that ftar. 
Which led to fuch delicious fare; 


Admir'd 


Admir'd the thonght which taught to foam. 
From taHelefi, mouldy fcraps at home. 
Then prais'd, with J07, the happier lot 
Of this unknown, luxurious fpoc 

» 

As fools the prcfent moment prixe. 
Nor forward deign to caft their qrcs 5 
The little Cafiive thought no I^fi, 
Than lafting, perfect happinefs; 
And on refledlion grew quite vaii^ 
To think its all-fufficient brain 
Alone, with matchlefi fenfe profoon^ 
This more than golden mine Jiad found ; 
How blind all other Mice ! it criiei. 
Myself, am wi/fft of the w(/i» 

Now gorg'd with moft delicious catCf 
It finds furrounding bars too late ; 


From 
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Prom top to bottom fear firack flics^ 
Attempts to creep, attempts to rife i 
Bat finding it in vain to tty. 
For home defpis'd and liberty; 
To give it's anxious heart relief^ 
On Fortune vents the ibrm of grief; 
Exclaims againft her as unkind. 
And calls her partial, cruel, blind ; 
Nor once admits, in diftant thought, 
SiLF, migbiy Self* in any fault. 

The favour it had long enjoy*d^ 
This fingle* accident deftroy'di 
Five minutes unexpefled pain. 
Now ballanc'd years of Uifsiul gaiff* 
Ungrateful mouse !««nay foolilh too. 
Extend thy dim, concrafled view ; 
PlacM in thy native cupboard fee. 
That night Grimalkin watch for thee; 
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And had not fortune led from home. 
An hungry cat had been thy doom ; 
Then yield to patience fretful flrife. 
Thy FREEDOM loft prolongs thy life* 

With morning came Whimsxlla'3 maid^ 

Sy whom the lucky trap was lidd. 
She came — and feiVd with fbange .delight 
To fee a. MOUSE fo lovely white. 
Straight to her miftrefs bore in hafte, 
A gift fo fttited to her taste. 

Whim SILL A views with ravifii'd eyes. 
So beautiful, fo rich a prize. 
And ftruek with each inchanting feature^ 
Doats on the dear bewitching creature ; 
What wonders are by trifles wrought ? 
The filver cage, the almonds bough t> 

Away flics ev'ry anxious thought-— 

N N# 
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No vapours now, fiappen what will; 
No tho' laft night (he loft— Cooille,' 

Pampcr'd, carcfiM on cv'jy lide. 
The captive, too elate with pride. 
Crew more diftingailhiBg and nice. 
Than any of the trihe of mice. 
Indulged exceft, nor«ver Aought 
Of what the pleaflng change had wronghf > 
But like a petted, darlmg chiM, 
With mifapplied indulgence wild. 
To teauty gave the total merit. 
Of all it did, or coald inherit; 
And vainly faid of ev'ry Uifs, 
My worth de&rves much more than this $ 
For wifhes wkk enjoyment grew, 
(Experience proves tiiis maxim true) 
'Till fretted Fortune thus porfued, 
By folly, and ingratttade. 
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Refi>lv*d 10 juft and fettled JkAte, 
To ihow a iad reverfe of fate. 

Each day Whimsilla*s lore grew ftronger ; 
Her maid could bear her toil no longer ; 

Who fbrely wearied with attendaace, 
(The fervile corfe of h«r dependance) 
RefolvM, that flily tum'd a-drJft, 

The favorite once more (hould ihifc. 

This fatal plan no fponer laid» 

But when her miftrefs went to bed. 
She quitted her perplexing charge. 
And fet the fris^ner quite at large. 
Who by indulgence grown a fool* 

Ran jud beneath a watchful owl. 
Whole crop became a fpeedy grave. 
Whence boafled beauty could not fave. 

N z Hence 
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FABLE XXXI. 

Thb OLYMPIC COURT, 

^1 ^HE Gods in awful (ynod met 
•^ This lower world to regulate, 
ReiblvM, in gracious mood, to grant 
What mortals moft might wifli or want ; 
And gave ten thouiand bleillngs birth 

To glad unthankful fons of earth ; 
Who favour'd with unbounded ftore, 
Pray'd— when they pray'd at all — ^for more. 

Jove wearied with follicitation 
From ty'*iy rank, of tw'*iy nation. 
Proposed th* Olympic council fhould 
Conjoin to form a gen'ral good; 
Nor longer wafte their facred pow*r 

In toys which vanifh with the hour. 

2 Why 
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Why ihould, fays he, a flave of vice 
Invoke us to zfM his dice ? 
Shall ufurers become fo bold 

To afk from us frefh heaps of gold ? 

Dare fleecing lawyers think that we 

Hold fortli for knaves the qoick'ning fee? 
Mufl we, that i>hysic*s fons may ride. 

Breathe pedilence in airy tide ? 
That ladies may be wrap'd in night. 
Ought we to quench celeHial light ? 
To pleafe them all we try in vaiflf 
Do what we can, they will complain. $ 
Then hear, celestials, what I afk, 
•Affifl me in the glorious talk— — 

Throughout creation's vark>us plan 
No work exceeds a virtaoos man ; 
Call ev'ry Grace from ev^ry part. 
Which beft improve the Mind ^nd Heart. 

rii 
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J'U give to British George an Hclt 
Worthy a loyal parentis care; 
No monarch more deferves regard. 
No nation better claims reward; 
Then let a Patriot Prince be bom^ 
Who like his Ske may crowns adorn 3 
On whom I will myfelf beftow 
Ferfe£tiODS mortals feldom know 9 

Justice fUall all his a^lioas guidei^ 
With Mercy fmiling at her fide. 

When hoftile force provokes to warr 

You Mars (hall guide his rapid car; 
And Neptune you fhall fmooth the tides^ 
O'er which his conquering navy rides ; 
Afollo muft his councils wait^ 
Aflifiant guardian of the f^ate; 
And Hermes, giving voice to fenfcy 
Cloath thou his tongue with eloquence. 
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Chkrvbs who heard the thund'rer ipeak» 
Their joy in acclamations break; 
"While echo wing*d on fj)icy gales 
Refounded George — ^^trr— prince of Wales* 

One care remained yet anadjufied, 
To whom the Prince might be entrufled ; . 
Minerva faid, for mankind's lake. 
She on herfelf the ts^ would take. 

Jove lik'd what fee proposed, and aied,' 
We could not wifti a better guide j 
Go take the (lile of Finch, ♦ and prove 
The feelings of a mother's love ; 
With virtues warm, and judgment cool, 
Inftruft thy infant charge to rule : 
The Goddefs fmiPd ; and now is feen 
Juft delegate 6f BRiTAiw's Queen. 

* Lady Charlotte* 

FINIS. 
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